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or 

MB. .DOUGLAS, OF ILLINOIS, 

ON TUB 



TERRITORIA L QUESTION. 



t)EL5V£SE0 IN rui. SENATE OF THE I5!*'n'£l) ' --TCS, IifA»,CH 13 & 14, 1850. 



The Senate having \inder consideration the message of tbe 
President ot" the United States. trai!.smjtting ?hc Constitution '^f 
California- 
Mr. DOUGLAS rose and addressed the .Senate as foHows: 

Mr. Fresiukitt : Before entfiting Iftto the discussion of the mties of quetlioas in ti"" 
range of this deb&te, I must be permitted to refer to some poinfai ia the able and eia- 
queut spsecb of tbe distinguished Senator from Mssstchusetta. 1 regret exceedut|^*f 
thftt in ft sjieecti so emitteatW libcf&i, nationat, »nd patriotic on aii tbe points wluc^ 
UB fortunately disJurb and distract the counlrj, he should have deemed jt necesear^ to 
hive tisaired its harmony aisd broken it« force by iittroducing taunte and criminatKHnii 
of a mere partisan character. His att»ck« upon the Northern Deenocracy, in conne^Eioo 
vrith tt e aimtixalion of Texas &tid the support of the Mexican war^ and the acqusistica 
of territory by the treaty of ptice, were as gratuitous and tsnprovoked «a ihey were un- 
founded and unjust He charged the NorthMn Democracy with having «up}Knted ^ 
snnexation of Texas under pledges u> the slave interest," and for tti« pujrpoae of Km- 
taining the blave power of this llf.koii. Gladly, str, would I pass byln sileace thtsa^ 
t»f injustice, and others of equal enormity, couSd I do so in justice to myself s,ni (hooe 
with whom I have ever beeu associated politically, and the meiBibera of tt»e House of Be- .. 
presentetives with whora I acted in c«rio?rt on the annexation <|aestiodv' I must be 
f»enrkitted ta tell the Senator frosn Massachusetts tl»at neither his presmt poKtion nor 
hie pa^t pofivica.' tssociations eutLorize lurrs to spf&k for the Democracy of thia UnioB, 
Nonh or South, or of ihe irrt-itivei which infiuenc* theii action, &ny fu iher th&H he 
(imh those motives aiid rcat.oi,is recorded in the speeches and political hititory of the 
tisnes. It is not his missiot« to divine our motives 8^nd asngn to ue sentimieutet and of^- 
ions which we nerer entertained, much Icsg expresoed- I claim at least, an equal i^ght 
with him to tpeak for the Ikmocracy upon nil questions^ am! eapedsHj upon the 
Annexation of Texas. And I now tefi him, with entire respect, but with a certain know- 
ledge of the truth of what I nay, thai of the vast multitude of speerJbes made by Nortliarn 
Democrats ob the Texas question, in no one of them can he find a single^seatence, eeni- 
timent, or word, to justify the ewoe|»ng charge he has made agslojst whgle bodj , 
Dcmocrtttic Senators and Representatives from t4»e North who supporifepd the H[(Di;xatitn!i 
of Texas. On the corttrary, sir, every Northern man who ^epoke in favor of ttifs annex- 
ation of Texas exprpssly and indignantly repudiated the doctrine now imputed to thm 
bv the Senator frra MassarhRsttt?, find assijrned entirely different, and in many in- 
stances directly opposite., re^Lsows ior supporting that measure., ■ I acj uau-bie^to comprs-^ 
behd that syslem of courtesy or morals which authorijes & dul^i^tu^ed^ dei^ator'tes • ; 
charge a large body of pubUc men, in thfl p^-rformance of bigU'B&$p<Sit4^> is*!?-'' ' 
ing beeni in8aen6ed by motrves different from those avowed by themselves at the time. 
And how is this charge attetujpted to be maintained ? We aft' temio4ed jtiieabei^ ^ • , 
Secretary of Slate, (Mr. Calkouts-,) in his correspondence wiih mr. Murphy, the " 
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ChsTge d'A&L'-ts ir. sKf lit-public of Texa*, 8i>d Mr. Kkg. Minister to pTar-e*', UjMv 

with -new of gniag tecuiaj to ihe sls^e iritereyl in the Sidles bordenng iipou Tex- 
stf ; srid iherciore, iba iSeiiejor froai M assscb 96*it« Ifroio'fj assumes ihti vhe NorJiriern !>«■ 
i^'CTa'.t. i:ne wid sil, inippo-'t>i iLn.- n3(«iSU!e epMi ihe grottriii? anJ for ibe reatons »t«t«} 
by Mr CiiHC/KS. Hj' ibis j-iocfMi r(is&-;>ning ha aUcropte to fatteri ihe djarge not 
oal| UMT* l.l>is JJtgistofg ftfid Kepre)aeri,i:&Ui8s, bm upon |the gneat mtew oi voier^M-tfee 
wbjafe ceSE'icnitic ^rgaeiizatiou — jodBdittf & raut Ci«j«>ri!j iif people in the free $t»taR. 
Ttiis view i« in^mam mi pi&usible ; 'bui I gobmit it to thtc&ndor of the Senak-r whs ■ 
ther St is fair &nd jut-i } The S^uatur keeps out of riew — no, he is iccapable of thai- 
fee lim focpotten ©ae import&rxt chsplt^r in tbe.iiitUJrj of this question, w-hn h chang-fis its 
whf'Sr character and orertut;',s his {Kmitk-h. I will refresh kis meiaory. When Presi- 
(fent I) ler sent the treaty of AnMX&tiois to the Senate for retification, this body, bj 
resolution, oallsd for a{| the corrajpopckipce upon the^ub^t. When it was furnibhed 
. t» the Senate &ad diekjteed to tbe worjii, wbo does »c* teintwbeir-^w^hst friend of 'i'eias 
csta ever forget — the excitement and universal burst of abliorence. and indignation that a 
grewt tmd favorite nstionftl measure should have been butchei-«J and destroved hy those 
entrusted with it» «ojatiummation f Vfhmay, mortiBcation, deepondencj. bordering or 
deqpwr, waa depicted in the courttenamce of every friend of Vexts, while her «nemW 
exulted w>tfa gre»tjoy th»t th9-admiriietr«tion of Mr, Ty4ei, «Bd especially the isecretarr 
of .State, hsd fXaced the measure upon grounds thai ell Americ»™jen, the whole cirif- 
ixcd world, moat repudiate, and thereby had surrounded it wstk odium and prejudice 
tb»t faiight vn»H» t^^ to defeat «nnexfttion forever. From th«t moment the fiends of 
Teni8>ban(io(ied the tdfsa of KtiDexatipn through the treaty luakisg powpr under the ed- 
miriistratioii of Mr Tyler. The treaty was indignantly end contemptHouBly rejected by 
'ihe •>enate in order to repudiate the AdiQinistraUoii and »!! it had done aivd miA in re- 
g&rd to Tex«M, ;iL|>4 jeapect&lly the oorrdaponderice with Mmsib. King ami 'Mnrphy, to 
wbi^ the Senator from Massachusetts has st; often j^kij^- The treaty weti rejected f 
the ^(ItniniBtfv^ba w*m justly and severely reljukpd; the correspoBdecoe with Mewts. K.itig 
•n^ Mtirphy WipVeguMatedi and here eods the cji^ipter of the c^rre^peiidence and treaty ne- 
goi^iistedf ijj &'e Adi<i|pi«tration of Mr. Ty lpr tax the aDnexati<>n of Tfx?*- The Senator 
ttdv^^^'otim C&ripiStj)^ may thi^ik, he said m his speech the othej d&y« that he iu^ 
»^ ltd do miH't^ dime^atjpn of Texas than, any o&er ss/Mi in tlxe cauotry. I haT« 
it»/88eife to iejOTVe itim b{ thu von$6liag reS^ii'oa. I would not h»ve tefexred i& it in 
» )BMnuer io depi^J^ jbiim of any of the credit' he daitus for himseiC had he rtot toIsjr- 
tmfm his ieetimooj io a wrtairi extent tti aii of ftharj^ea of tht l!S«>n*.tt*i fiom MfaSsii- 
dtniiiiett* agitinst the T^orthera DomOir^rscT. B(j.S, a» & coockisles from the chapter of 
hiffter^ to wbich I hfye ieferred, I most be pcrirotted to sfij to.hina, ir) »li aijicerity and 
kij|aasas, that, !n my opinion, h*!. did more , to ejnbara^s the ^ende and encoumgp the 
eia*ffiki^!» of Teias-^more to hauaRj ihe suotiftsg of {he iHeasiire, ta enyelopp it in clouds of 
ffidiem ind prejudice, than all other men ia Aoierica. But for the we,»|x>ns fijrnished m 
tiiMi! i^iorresponei^m^'M the enemies of t(iin.exefi^>n coiiWjrlpl have raljietl a tmjoi- 

j^y fitgftinst the nifeiuiire^ 

Mr, ?feBj^ca?t, tiitifd t ap^ div^r^g from the thr<fad of my remarks. My objdjct was 
to ib'ttt ib^'tieii^'^ derrespobdence, «nd all Hxe aicts oF the Tyler AdDjiflifltratioa 
OHfjnebted t^ercjO^th^ *re*e rgected and repudiated ]be(ore the democratic jparty came to 
^wf {Sfipp^rt of ife^ ."Jt'ttaS pnine P*rty Having thrown off the incubuf, and 

c»tl4(3*e from ill fttibii|TaiB«Lng slhances, the Democracy, North and Souths came to the 
TfA'-tiC;' GHid ann£3?«sJ Tejsss upan brdad nitioniil grounds, elevsUsJ fat abore, esd t«.-liijly 
diacOEuiected frora, tie ^ueetjon of sla?e|r^-— considerationa which »J<Jres««»d theEnaeiviea 
to Hie pitfiotiBni ini pridedf evpij, Americau—eohsideration^ ciaitpected with the extea- 
awMB of terr^UFj^^bf/c6mmm of n a vigstbp/ of politJcc^ power, ^Hp^^ and 
ghf^^i^as ouie P*>9^^ wiilicut especial referept^e to any ptrticnlar aectioju These were 
thd^^^B algo^ pMe^ onfurled (he Texaa.^^to the breeze in 

tWr^'^^^tial elwl^^ ot I Sii^ and rBceive(| an overwhelming yerdipi of the popular 
vmc* sa' duV ^'vor. The people decreed the ahneistian of Texas ^ that ele^c-tion, sijfon 
the'gtoutid* thus aneumftd, procWmeds and defej*3ecf by the great B&tioBaJ Ufmcfcmk 
partv- w as the fccl of the peopk theaiselveSj, leaving to the repri)8CEta.tivefe in Coa- 
^TCi^the itxtj ■■p( €ecatM^^ the yenlict wh3<A Hidr constituents ha ' pronoBPtsd. Texa* 
w0^^fhnesL^ m^qi^^s^ p^impl rrfererie* to qnesGon of s)|iyery. It w»b suppost- 
t>i,''iht ii i D8eti*«re ftf EijiSKty nor of protoe^on to that metttatioa. It had bo taore 
tsoEQetion with it iJiaa tjifl.teri^ the c«netja, the navigation laws, the jpublic lartda, 

igrcd. ijttrai^r ^'e^^aetik-as of pcblfc policy which are the subject* oi dtily legitk- 
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Uojj, AU them kscfts more <« iessus do widi tb» <{Q(stioB of bSewj , i^sKtow tib* kwi 
«Te mifartn in Htm' ofteracii^ &Bd aiikae^ne&ify, in t&eii phsetjiod i)]i>%£«(ioiK reisjt« to 
lh« «ii vebaying u w«U as tb« iroe Staitm ^ it wnf wfin (Ice Ki»?x>tkm af 'f'^kss. 
If J hare shcwra «q osdoe d«gi£« «f as»si!tiw)«m aaKbr titnse «tte^s up^xt IttWthem 
D&saocnK-j, i tiaei I will be excuasd wheu ii 4fl«t£»>ttdcr«£ 1 ^t^^us aue of ^OM Ksfth- 
eru Diem.oc.taia who, ia iJne ifcust Rspi^s^i&iUwa, i«ppt>j%rf Sb* s^ex'&ti<;Hi of T«x»e 
wtih cii the le&l sod isaetgj of nty aaUire. 

Miw Wk«st»». ■ Wife « UHicb of ttie SartStw*sli-«-i!i«t Notshweetem Dentft^anc:?' 

M>. Oeo«)LA*> Yes, nr^ f am giad bewr tit« B«)»«4(/yt e)Kf vi% » tonch of the 
Nertbwof t: I thick hint for ihe dts&ictuia. Ww iMi«i6 beaiti «o mudk ta&«b»at Uti Norib 
cjad" the S«>B.tti, M is Utoae sectiom vn»v mIj okim BMstMury-to be Uk«a'''i»to 
cotMEiier^OB, whea gcnUemm b«^a feo tn&tuve tlwir mrrtngetiieDt* for k diflso^ciliiea of 
the Unbn, ««d to mauk the dmding Imes upoa the nept^ Ibat 1 m.m ffMlsB^ to Add tittt 
there ens d^voee who apprecui|^ the impariuil trcttirtfa«it ih«e'is « power in thnnadon 
greatAr thui either *km finr ' r tiut klou^t » gTowing^ -Btmiaiihtft sweliibg pa^reri tb«t wiM 
beetbde to 8peakthets^»' i ' aud to execiltethe kw fts apekt^^ ThMpaiwieflRth^ 
country' kuowa m the grx.. 'CfAi the weSky of the Mkdnei^, «bc miI usKti^nnbte from th« 
Guif to the GteaX L&kes, a^d «s<^(jiiag, on the one a^e and the oArer, to the extrehfte 
sonreai of iht Oiuo aid MaaatMari, 1mm th? Alil«ghKiii»c to th« Bority MdohtriitM. Thens, 
bIt, t« the hope of tkta imtiera, th» naOsag j^aob of the |mwer thM in inot only «dQtroi, 
but «o 8&ve the Union. W« Airaiah tte vntdr dbat 'itiidtcs die litMiiri^H, «d<S we iiit«»d 
\Q Miowi navigsM, end nee tt «ntilit Idoeeittwtf iu H^t oMWi. 8b ^ St tim- 
renco. We intfeio^ to keep op«n uid eajfof iKttb of tfaaee gfesK' oulliiU to the damn, end 
all hetweeo them we intend to iaka under «i«ir ecpeeiiJ {»roWtslioti, Mid htmp Ktiyrtmrte 
M one frae, ha|^« «ad Halted poopls. This i«4hi)' mim&n gmtt Mi«rt««^ 'WiW 
iey, fihe bwirt Knd MsmI of the natioQ*emi the tontlQeM. W« know' ti»» f etponotbiihiee 
that devolve upon us, and our people wiU show AtflOiC^lveti eqaal io tb4»itt. W« uQid«^;e 
ia no altraieo^ no aeetiimMtl strife^ ^to Oranadw agtinat 1h» North or the South. Otir 
aim wili be to da . justice to' «U, to men,' to ewry aectitRi. W« «r« jkn^red to Aiifii 
all «itir oWiccattim* uT>d*r th« Oou8tit(|ti4n w k aod d^tei'raiaed to nBMStainF dnad pi«> 
seme it iRvioiate^in its lettec tud s{»rit i^seh i» the |m«;)*OB, the dentibj, md ^r- 
poee ^ the ^grest Khrtfaweat. Had the S&Si9tot ftom MaaeiAbufletts imB> deai^!; 
criminsteid ia haa printed ^ap09db,^8» iwnow intitpat^ that he 4id sidl4i)UMid to in«hid« 
my own section ia hi» denniteiaiioBaiof ^e Hm^em Detsoor&ej, I ii^Doak) have list my ' 
politic&l friends {torn the NortheeiBt th ham nade th^r own ^Vind^^on^ l^t, «ir, "when 
he uM Mtii&i wem ttbmt Mty Northern wdte« in tj»« flooee of Rf^pr^seiktativeij imi 
tkirleoK in ti>e Beaate for the> gmoekatioQ roaakttiahe, md Ihm vetut m Xit p«rticuia?ia« 
how mauy of them were from New Et^tend, the iKmd'm two. th® other free %tate& 
xtf the UnioQ^ I codd not douM that be intetided t«i inc|ai<iOi ik« whole of t^e free Stat«e, 
nsy ovB 'sntoai; the oth«ri(. 

In it!ii!!»dtal» 'coiuaexion wit^ Ma, that* is vnathsr pm'diili df the i|pE«(^ of the Baaa^ 
tor ifottt Maasachuaett* which i 4deea» it lay to a«ti.c». Bpeahitig ff! the anaexRiton 
of TexwK. he «aid: 

«' From thai tioM the whris ^meatsf iraiA hent ic tfa» wedtem boandtoy df TejOM, w«« 
fixed, pledged, faaten^ dn^itofi •» h»alai*4 laMikw; f«icw«r, hy the -wl eia n gtniithtiei 
of te**- r 

InrepI; to thiSfl^iostbe pmiitttad««>^ltbe8ftnitorithitt l donotao'^^ tb« 
&ct, itor does it so lead. ' If he had uiade this ftatelnAnt witfatrat refernng to the iemAa* 
Uom (>{ suiatiAUtVEi, I shosld hsve m'p^otei tiiiat hWmcUeetio&'h&i! fitiied - himV thel hs 
had he«a i!an&k>rfi>ei, miatakeit, d««9c««ed ia th« maim, Bot, ac, viben this atttement 
is iM^ with ihe reaolatiobs bafitee jaoii uid dMputlsohf 'ofie ^i^lag «^a»lim 

Ir&ia -hem vsprMeing ^37! (^pMnMB ttfMiit ^M^i^Mtr ItmIl<coiiJ«mt Hyintt «fitii xeiidiag 
the geaoltttiaoitedf, from lii^'gaiMttoiBMifB owB - a pH c fc. - 

"New %tsteB,.of caavaut«ntM^ Dot'«xca«liHg fnir fti Botahex,' jtsis^lHwci iw said 
8t&te of T«xaB, and ha^g sofSeimt po^snlatieB, betmSieTii by ^ nmocat eif ni4 

Stite, 1»e formal out of the terriwry thefefi^ whidli «hi^J be eotltkd to admieskm tmder 
iiie pso^Ttsiooe of the Pedwai CoaaiitaukHt. Aud aueh 8fe»t(!» as may he femed ou! of 
that p<Ktian of B»d tanitoiy tykig sosth taf tii^y-8k degreeathiri^ nu&qttec BMtnk )att- 
tadei, 'bomSKKdy kaown as the liEusoea eampfecBlae lita^ ahal! be sifaeitted into &a timoh 
wit& or mthost tA««ery^ -m the peopte lof eitdi 'State sfckiBg «i>:ida^ vnvf dnntef «ni 
m mdi Bt&te or ' ^iias as ehaU be forawd ««S «tf temtory north of «aid KKamottii 
coosprooiMe iiae, «ia»ery or iavoitmt^ry sferiifeude (except lot cna») eh&Ll be probabited.'* 
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In the hce of this faadscmeau! law we sre toid tkatt " from here to the wesiera b juH" 
dary of Texas was fiied» pledged, festened, decided to be.islave Hmi&Ty furctier, by the 
solecm giifcr&nties of Saw!" Waa ihere CTcr sbcIi a torturing of lacfftiage' such a per- 
tereton of meaaing"' There is isso g»^ar^tI^t3f — aa piedge— ^na iEtina&tioin eveB of the kind. 
The very reverse is the fact Wiuse Tss.m» rtmsiavd an independent Powe.» it vrm tdl 
tl&ve Serritorjf .fom tbe Galf of Meiico to She 4*d psraiSel of lstitu<Je. By the rescsitition 
cf anrACietion fi> e and a half degrees of this sla^e terriLofry, to wit, itll Jjetween 36^ and 
the 4'id paraiki*, were to become fixed, pledged, fiUvteived, decided to be" fkee, and 
rn>f "sin ve territory forever by ibe sckmR ffuiins,tiUe6 of \aw." Hereiaa torriloiy, stretch- 
ing across five aad a half d^rees of iatitasie withd«5Wix&om glsvery and dctotedto free- 
doro by the very »et which the Senaior iu3 cboeen to denounce «>d deride aa the work 
of the KoFtherB Denjocjracy . Not is this ail. . Tisat ^rt of Texas lying south of 36 dog:- 
S^O iBin> is not "pledged to slavery " «» atated by the Senator frons Maesachuaetts 

Mr- Wbb«teb. I aaid that e»ery acre of that !i«rritary, j^hich from its nature and 
churacte; is aiusceptihle of eia<Fe cultivatian, was fixed and pdedged^ mortgaged and hj" 
potbocated to ekvery by the reaoSetioan of amtexatisn. i did not of ooittve refer to the 
mouBtain country, diSorent in ita character, and whore eiav«s c&nnot exist. 

Mr- Bouans. Yo«, *ir, there is a caoiistginoua coutfttiy not only north but south of 
36 30, where a slave cannot Htc. That country, which from its nature and character 
is not susceptible uf aiave cultiv&tiop, i« large enough to embrace at least three of the five 
Statea into which Texaa may be.i^ob-^tvi^d \iy ^ resoMlitiona of annexation. And 
when the N'ortinem Democrat* are arraigned and condemned for having contribatcd to the 
exteosioa of slavery, the £ve and a half degrees of latitude north of M 30, for which 
proviaoo was made to be converted kom slave into free territory absolateiy, and probalrfy 
double that amount south of that liae by the action of the people tbentaelvea when they 
cojpe to form a State Constitution, ought to have beetf brought to the notice of the public 
and put to our credit in the statement of the aoeocnt 

We have a right to complain, ai«o, of that portion^^f the Henator'a speech which rs' 
latea to the countrir south of 33 deg 30 scun. The resolntion does not provide th&t. that 
portion, or any part of it, sbRll coatiaue akve territ«ay or beoome ^ve States. Such is 
not the reading, pior the intention, nor the fair construction of the zvctoiutisn. It provider 
that the States to be formed south of 36 d^. 30 ma- "shall b« Adoatted into the Union 
wiik or Vinthmt slbverj', as the peopit of each State €U)ki»^ admitition mu^ denire" 
BeSbre the attnexa^x>n of Texaa ail the territory in the Republic wsa incloded in one 
State; and subject to one unifoim cistern of iawa. Of that vast (erritoiy, a small poT' 
tion, say one fourdu, was capable of producing either sugar <»r cotton, and conse^aestly 
adapted to dave labor; while the residue cosusisted of eievated tat^-lands, and high 
mouDtam. ridge*, with climate and productions totally iinsuited to the iicallh and eropl^ay- 
iueiit of the siave, The popubtt-.tn oi Texas at that liaae was coKfiiied to the low laitde, 
the sugar sud cotton regions, where slave labor was profitably einpioyod. The laws asod 
inigxitutions were adapted to the condition t^d wishes of the people by nx^ iz^ whom thsjr 
were establisbffd. ^ long as Texac should remain one State, with a anifivm system of laws, 
the prept>&i.k ranee of population and political power residing in the lower coMntry, the 
institution of slavery must have beet! fasJ^ned upon the people of the upper countrj' 
ag&inst their will, and without their : ..-x-.iA. In view o! this probable contingency, the 
resolution of annexation provides f . i division of Texas into any number of States^iat 
exceeding itm^ in additioQ to the present oae, and that each of those i^tate* ebail be re* 
ceived into dto Union with or without slavery, as it shall, desire. But for thi« provision, 
no part of Telia south of 36 deg. 30 lain. could ever become free, eo long as there wsa 
& slave rai^g fiuj^ar or cotton on the low k^nds. Under it any oae of these ^ew States 
can becffiae free if it chooses, whenever it «ha'i be admitted into the Union. How lasBy 
of ibi»e new Statei, tiouih d" 3& deg. 30 mh* , in the event that four siudl be created, 
s^h&Ii become &ee, ia & matter of. opinioi^ whkh tim« «ioQe cex^ deader. If there is sny 
thing of merit or respoiisibility in tlka cxpteaoim of iodiyidttftl <^iiuoiK, I am willing to 
hawid nrf own, and pl&ee it on record by the aide and in oqf^poatian to that of &e S«n- 
ator from MaasBchosetta, that wh«aev«r four oeir States shall b« created within the lira- 
iu of Texas, at least two, and probably three pi them, inckidiug tlt^t north s>f 36 deg. 
30 min. will be /rce States, uader the reeolutions of Annexati'wi £.s..d by virtue of the 
choioi of the people themiselves. This opinion is not new to fas'., nctr oiieifcai with m} - 
8*!!. If EiT riieraory sier^'es me n<.>ht, the distlKgiiish*-! Se, .fctcrj- from ICcritucky (M.'^. 
Clax) exp!t*sed the eaiiae opiniou la kis etiebrfcted Raleigh letter in 1644, and i kaow 
that it was the generai impression among ihose best informed on the Bebject at the time 
Texas was aanexssi. Subsequeot events, together with ail the information which hasf- 



i 

vrnxx been {ievfelapd! epos ihk mhjhd, hava eme^ to stroaithen thw concluwoti. 
Hcaoe I asse.n ibat (fas ia^ tltffirecter of ^ta coentry is xttA S>«5 by a fbndBiaentai law. 
It ic no pledged to sIxt^ thtin it k to firmidm. Tfto ojiJj effec* of tlw lesolution 
of ftBnexfttson is to seanove &e restriction whicls va&t ba*e depriTsd the peojrfe of sny 
portioB of Sbet territory from eistid^ishing free iftieiSl»£j'Ji>s if they dedred. Kid to secarc 
to them tijat privik»fe ia each oa« of i&e sew Btst&v 

Mi(. Wkbstki*.. I stated that this wasstaw veiTitfjry, and that the S^tes foroaed out 
of it eai iifiw a Ttgfat to conwr i t> &» skrc Swtc« if tiiey choose, but Ibat tli^ tioxM nxjt be 
fonned either a» free or slevt" fetatet without the eoaeent of Texft«. Wdl, I (appose, 
reaaorcing tapcu that line of ergameat, Texas woaid be unwilliag to sdinit free 
$t&tes out «f hiN' tiernitAr^. 

Mr. BoostAaa. I thank the S«nitor for hie e^rpisnation, for it fumbhe* a ctmduwve 
refiitirfioQ of hia most cerbu* charge fl^airist Northera 'Dennxncy. His chvrge w&c 
ihkt the feeoiuttons of fknnexattoa eontskied b pledlge, bSnding ia honor, Iftir, ini con- 
6ci«nce upon him and hU Whig MsodlBteB, to bring into &e Uuioa four ijew dave States. 
Kow, wiiven the fact is made probable, if isot certain, that a majority of those new State* 
wiSS be few asid wr>4 Mavehoidfng, we are told that 1" eJtas will not coDwat to the division. 
Weli, air, auppoao ah* d<»88 wid^ofd h6r aaaent, >»hat iMcotoea trf' the Seaator'a am.' 
plaint that the Danaoaracjr ate rsepptintde fer Cbe admiaBidn of four new atave Statet in 
the UuMMi i Hb mode of v^itiiyipg the force «f Qiy irgtunent that they will be frae 
States, oondastv« refutation of hi> <^ar]ge against the Korfhern Democ^acj. locm- 
km that I 'partk;ipat« tu the «f^r6h(Bn«loti suggested bj the S^ator from fiffaBtachuaetts 
that Texas wili cot costaetit m the snbdiviitidQ provided for in the resolutions ef attnexa- 
tiou. This iathe only do^rbt, only fisar, I haw, or have ever mtertained, tipoa &e subject. 
1 tuink tit«re ie an implied <^!igat3on en the part of Teras to give her consent pt the 
prcfter time, aad wheal th« proposv^d dabdiviMons shail contein tiu; icqaisite populatioii. 
The greatett difficulty i aj^rchend, will be in layibg out &e subdividons and adjusting 
tb^ booodartes, »i> as to sepairate ^e planting region, the country adapted to the cuSlurc 
of eu;^ and edttton^ from the fiirming ahd Wineral countrir oa ihe uplands and in the 
vidieys and mouirtaiaB, from whfch irtaVery is eicltjtded by the laws of nature and of pifcy- 
«cal geography, if I may be perotitted to use the empbadc language of the Senator hlra- 
8el^ when referring to New Mexico and Califomia. I have ejqpressed some appre- 
hoision iest Texas might not consider herself bound, under Uie reaolatians of itnasxa- 
tion, b9 give \m wment to l3be scbdiTision. 1 wish not to be tiKsDnderstoad ftpon this 
point I ha'e fuH confidence &8t Texts wii! ol»erve good &ith in the execution of 
every portion of the cacapstct. The only g?iestion ie, whether she wUi consider th.&\ 
j:>er^n of the compact relating to new States as o"blig%tory or merely discretianiiry osi 
hux part That rf»8 wt!i find St more conastent with her intcrr** aad convenience to eut>- 
divide than to rdmaio one State, I faaire no doubt, and hence we may natursliy oonctode 
that bar aaent will be readily and cheerfuHy given, unkss she dionid be iacUned to be- 
U«ve that it was her duty to her ester State* of the ^nth to withhold It, in order ^o 
prcwBt ^« iiacttmt) of the namber of free Statoi in file Union. Whatever toay be the 
prevailing ofHiuoQ now in tim di&Esreatwsctiona of the Union as to tibe etpddiency of th^ 
sabdivisktw of Texas, I tiunk I hnard Imt little In tiie prediction that when the time 
ftirivfls for giving «lir fetnent on MtiSf «f Utt I^Uld 8tt(te% oppontiota wiU hemiK^ 
UKHe Mkely to uiae in ^ 8<mtb than ia &e fifa^ Bui I t^st foaa on itnd notice an- 
other paragraph m the Speech t}f &e Senator firom Massnchos^tB. ' For grsSiter certain- 
ty &s to his meanmg I wii! r«ad it ? ' 

" fsbf that body of Korlitera tnd Esstera nsaa who gare (hose votes 'lit thai time, apc 
n«w e«ea taking cpen tbeaanSves, ia th« noQteiidatare of politics, tiie appellauou of the 
fiorthem Democracy. Th^ nndertodt to wtetd tho desiiniai of dtis empire, iC I msy 
call s repoblie ui«npbc^ and dwir prik^ InK, and ^bty per^sted in i% U bi-ing into ; 
tiua coantry sdl ti» terrtectiy they eonld. They ^ it ondtr pledges^ abfttale pledges to 
Utfi ateva infeareal in tiite tMit dl ttm^ a&d tsiietwattk thejr lent tbr^ aid in Ixrntging ,ia 
these new '^Q^oesiiB.'" 

••Dnd«r0edg«8, ahaolcte pledg«8 to the rfave Jnte-re^" These arc bold assertioiu. 
Where &r« tboae pieces to he. \ Where are the evideaee* of them ? Wh&t were 
the isssw&^ &nd by whocn givm \ 

Mi. Wsstwa . Wi^ a resoiotwn was faronght in hete by ti» Secator froia Geor- 
gia (M(. IBxkexkb) i^^btit eontinaing the war iss th« acquieitlon of tenitorj, h was 
ziegatived by the votes of the Natiimi Demoency ? 

Mr. Dt#tKii.i,fti. Well, does that vota jwove that it was dcKie tinder pledges to the 
felt£>e Laferm \ It only prcves thst the WhfgB trho vale5 far the resoltiiion were oppos- 
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«d to vhe 9ic<;umtioo of C&L.bmi>ft wd Jitm. Uautsa, th« Uac !D«it9«9K|i vha voted 
&.g%i&M it ixs hfot »f t^.,ao(^uk^tM»' TWia til 4 jtrovsM, mi ^iaA w« «rs prood 

ifclK>r*. We •ckiii»?wlsajj(4 witii prias thrtt w« »V)«#d ai^i c^uaUj in • )w* wwr :t^p<«»«4 
a cru«! perli^iuii^s foe, a>nd ^utt ^« ap^B^tiim ««[ ,$i!t«iK T«nitWJ««» «!r« :MKQS ^ 
jiv;twu«,'tifti resulu i<f i>yr polk-^ And iteoixm wff «ia«.f-«d T«i»*i. t&«B*^r pnwl^- 
«d ^vti the exduaion «f fitta^er;^ irum &«<3 ited » iwU (i«^ine» koillitde xm w)»c-tt n tMa 

B^tpfwrtesl our tsoussi^fi cause kt titsie of 'rar, i^id- ia o<!«8e^i»p»c<e ttfiK|«t'i>j!i«A £w « aui 
fe«»dml t&ouMsniJ ixju&re aaiiei oi teniUiay horn which sisvcry 1^ "tey tfaa 

iig«(n$!£(l of thmgti by ^he jPowor Kbi»«e. ^ Sii^fMAiw vep;; .ig«Ki«ra>Qi«(y uAmii tkti^ u 
rp^et'iiap^mid^ li^L hme hem ''wq^ai pb<^g«» ^ ^ ri«t«°« iotKest" 

What A Tofical lifsdwction ! How imaei^tiSie tiin* *^f««j»e« S H»w em it fei *» iWCHits 
conviction tit fhs w^n^ of every cstudid, imau a&ai jf<«ii)ttgti<fi ft*lOTwi&g.d<5K5rip»a^ ofifee 

That ifw «ei.des foreve^ wi.iii ». ctreiigiyit lii#y«rtd. «U ^tmmf ^k^mma.^^ahctxiami, fikat 
stsvepj; ransiot. exist in OaUfemw-or fiin Mcx^, V%d«»«t«iii(t,4»«k mr t Icncta 



who h&ve ui^ertsjien %» d'vmm it ^ hii%.i .sa^fme, iif' ncv id^ve of .that (i£i8cn{>{ion in 
CJj£][l£>rTti(& avm. I underi^iiwd t'bB|j^«\'^u7A|i. "WjH ]^%) iter'Oliid«> «xks^ theWt or 
rtitWi a fian ot '*o\naXm'^ miit of STian j^iaS. Im laSe^'kt^ im a« U ia aimngsd aeideoi- 
ieU iij son&e jj^rXs of C«J[itorai* a&d MuxiV'^r ^""^ ''"^^l ^ 3is»*n to aiy? i», tlbt«t Afna«& 
sUverj'^ as we. see it aBtong m^, is m uli/srl^ ^mapoaaibW to ^ocl itaoU' Or to' be f&uud m 
Mexico m my o^nsj u^rxi imf^^^ti-My-, Oa^i^bruia and i^rv Meiieo *se Aina^ in 
ibim foriiiKiioin ai^d nceue-ry- Th*)f -are tu^oipotwL vm. li^gm c>( muMU^itm* of oner- 
mom I SsM, wfth brukeix rU^v"« wnf '♦mlkj*,. The «<ki« of tb«a« mouiRtatfit ara 
liirreri, laEUm*,'? baa'sec. i Uwar tup* <«,p^;«ifll p9)r(e)»S4>httJ «tMi^w." 
AKti agftifl he a«g* : 

' ' I look thfS'stiijirfe, *s « £s,««J .t»<)i, to »o eipr*w»rv. aujrm«t al tbia/iay, 

tiSiii kK>ih Cs,^iarit.sfc mi M^ixkiiio »r«, <ii«f{ii:^. la 'be, aa tar u ^Ibi.ey'.-ai* settlta 
f.'Ij wJiiftb I W.ote, w^petiilljf iiuf«^'*r(4 1« will k»« wwry U«Ue fM» gttuihft^ 

fciifeU yv« ui by m i;ne^»B*J*i>'i*; asid irw|«ait»W** kww tbw* tfoe isw ibat »%• 

tK.Kes t'j .tto ngfet «f .^siAliag niaH'i^ TiftAiM t and i will farjbet, t^t/if A.raaobitio« 

, iA jjiii ,«,rfy |)r«;>iix|y4k;/i »»to U whatf srei. Ti*it uis* wt' aiAuh a pf ^^ibiutm 

w«>al4 1<«^ iiil^m U rsj%«~*s anj ^/'-^t it w(?tti?l faai^e upaa tj^i» Tefiitsny $ aiid l woaidl 
^3(^t '<si.c |isiiat. f,o '»;a(lr:sa m. crslr/ifeBce of .^aH^iei^ .|i<a»i, to r^'ea^-t th« i«B <rf Grod. Amni 
I voiiM jitn aa m W.ibajrt ISW'W/* fcif W;fO»f> of * teW»t « *iFefm»fik'' 

Wf-.IS, aije vifctsilii auj^^ that " tV« -*?W«5 ,»»!UW^" WtW^ Wl. it»e4f ■WMtar 
ebimai o'llsf&fexi t--' uie' Ncitaerji ^e!Ko«a^;if(M. ha^ig. .b«w)^itf . ««(^ a ooK^tor, into 
ibis Oirkiij, isi o^p^MfUoa to tiae combined for««« of Nor^i^rja, sr4 tJoitrtMsra V^Jaggwy; 

■..V/>,;> i ;-»ies m\ Mr Bi»m»*'* »«i*r»iutiai ! Tii* Ketdsem BciiBecrarT rwi 

i...!i.r<iL') hci|)f likt iorp^m^ km auck a «ia at:.awt4 .. f t)Pfa>k«i8it . aad naj^h. a <cmo« ta 
'.lie fea*e woWf?, 

But. Mt. Prefidest»,l e^^^^gij f>g^6tti fl^a^ , 1^ ^i'>!)ffi StKm JtiMOMwaetto 
bkx difisovm^d tij»t a )evojut»tioo ^ima^, inoae. ^CyreitwjBayia yMty tu t t ew t v»- 
i(ecet«»r; $ that M would b« aa idi%''' a^ fiu laa j)p»tv,«4»wi? i»«HtecflHi<i, 

8« " to P^jJirm an ordiuariots of netore," or ia re-enact th* wiil of Go^" Biat 1 w»- 

luigfci I* foriionea, thit before a Whig Coa>eauon ^, SpriftifffetW, iMaiw*^iiiKEti«, ia 
tet^tit-iiu'liKf, l»e G'lStit t it-j'c-t'<b Hi Ihv.ir of LUc uiii*l jrfOT iSO ijyUcaWe ,Uttb*ist 

rerj Ttriiurieb. Oa 'Jtts.\ ««fisic«i Jii^^z^i^ |be prot!M»i> fei» -owd " tsniUfecm," **- 
ecrwd a priority -of diacover^ bj & j»erioKl of aifte yews o^** »ii ©iiiw», eirti £lrtl 
cart&Z ag-diist infrlrjg-errjerjt of his psxecit by Mjr, "HMKWitiaB^ aM otiita' "aMfff r&smx 
dt*c-x,verfei%,-' njd fc»iUd ihei? '^at of it It* grc/utvl uiiU it wat *' x>ol i'kiu iha&der." 
i'l-'uci UiU lut V% Lig U^U'^iit-ut li^e i:t« of tie Uaiofi betTn to 




be*« takoD it for frawte^ thai tfe? eitduBiwe riplbt to c^e ihit vRlunWe invmti«n cf theb 
wartby and distisg^uiiilK^ <*ia»npicin had sDured to t^em. H yr&a fcrtbwitb introdaced 
^to i»uc<t«(i6fui; ii^«r»tioR in kli tb«ir u>wa tseeticg*, K.n<\ csbcdscv, end t'ountr tni stMe 
iwsveottoas, a« t woc;derf«ri mtriiecUial BasdiiBe, wbcrpbr BWD'e judgiHe&t* coald be 
c«a»i&o*d, pc^fitkat s^ir. kss* snoeUed, and elwlionni coctrofied ik< a? to eWgt* sorie 
Whi(f6l» a4£o». It wosked kke » i^srm^ aii»d paT^ootid itbe ronet estntordi'iiJ'T tnd 
pro&g^c^os re«a^ik in tfee elfeape of pohticsj oapitaa and *nmcss« tktHxier, iK»iw-tiii*-i»iid- 
ieg ?he p&it«Qt msj have been viobted hy tfee f«ro *i t?>«r»«tt>?is t4 whom the Senror 
if'jm M«»i»achu.!t««U hfci con»^ik«B«dl, *nd t ftw ruero^M-r* of the Horn- of Reprwef/ts- 
ii3>«5«. It bw wroo^l miraeiit* in the fxiikicaS world — fe^oiBticLu^d-XfptoSc S?tRtee — 
cfeKftged tiae mortti, intsike'jtaal, w>d (>oJ!tM«t rapscisies of f jrperieDoed poPtidntnt, snd 
bae even cre*t«d the wisest «id mo«( profoBwd 8t;)»esmeB out ef men who *' had 
iMd gtvwB a in forty yoar* ** 'n>e«e are a tew of Ifee iiwwmprriienasble Messing* 
pwnformi mpon t,iii« giohout ttepnblk l^y ih* " seTin? grane" of »fe«t indexeribaHe inren- 
tioB o( the tSanator from MatwaebwHiette catied the Wilmot proriw But, sir, I fear that 
tbe dialinguii&ed Smtsator froot Maeaacfeae^te has ^!red liie tate . : i»thcr gt«at inv«ntort 
and benefactor* «'bo ha^e pwsowkid him. It bw njaual^y bms tht= jRfortanatfr lot of eudi 
iraeiii toaee other* anjojiiig-tbe fruits of tiMiriahor. 

The 8er«&tor has reoeutty n»aJfc anothw ^iacwwnf, feowver, which I titsnk, is de». 
lined t.o give him qvr/iw as mod^h aabctontiai re|>Ditatk>n as tfe« Wiinmt proviao. tdUioug'b 
:t may »«t <eontalB «• manr of the eicnMnnta of jpoIiti<4at **^4iHsGrder," {« bat diarovered 
«i^kt die probibitioD o$ c^ery is th«OMg«n biH as adopM in the Honaet on tbe madOQ 
of Mr, Winthorp, and inottVparsS^d tiMtflritivi*! biH«f t®»S, waa an *• entirely 
Sisairai, knd, in tb«t Mnnexion, Mt entiraij Mnwiear piwTiso " He ba« stao dtscavttred 
tbisl " such » prc^lbitios" im terntoHfia} btila for Caiifomit aud !Vew Merico " would 
t:<e idSe, a« it reapecte any eHect it would beve upon the ierrHory that *' fe!i»ery in 
esf juded from them. TBrritori« by e Jaw *»«d Buporior io that trhicb admits an^ «anc 
tioHs it in Teiaa — the i»w of natoK), of pbyMioai geflgrapby— ttie law of the formatioB of 
41iie earth that law tettlai fansvar, witb a atrcmgth beyond a^ twms of human enact- 
meitt, that aiavery cannot exist in California and Hem MttitJO :" thai it wbald be «» 
idle to proihibi! slavery ttiere a« it "wduld to re-gftffirnt) an vrdinanoe of nature," or, 
'* to re-<n»act the will of God.** Yea, sir, these thinfs haw b«en discowred by the dia- 
tinfuishwd Senator within the that few d*y«— iartn^ the present afumoti of rongresa — 
sifcce 4,he ac5eee»>on of tbe W hig party to th* pc»w««r and patronage of the Femora) 
Govmsment They bave suddenly beoome great tru&s, upon whicb it it deemed en- 
tir»:Jy aafe for » free peeple to act and reiy with perEeei aecarity. Wdl, I am in- 
^u{3ed to think the St»iatoi is rg-ht ia a'l tbie ; indeed I have no doabt upon the mb- 
)f-ri. Hi* poeitioiis are swetair-ed by the observation mi eiperieoce of alt mm fe- 
ii. t'.inJ v,'\.U ;lji>K- (-^u^t^ix-if., \-\ til IStt- i,-j<v»frri&!K»n t'f that f-ofill iii fi^i- 

jsi-I^J. M v m\y regres is, that he r,f»» maSe tfe.i* dtsi-.vvet-j j=nor vo tLf l&t;; 
j Tt^ssdectna! ekictiyn. li it weji i.'k»i hv ha* made n now. bu( it wowtj! hevf tn-en 
ihetter if nstwle aisd poci&itaed then, i mm not aware that the law of »alKt* — ofpby- 
sioL) geogr*.pby— -the bw ol the foraiiaticn of iS»e earth, has changed materiafty ainr* 
the j'lection of General Taylor to the Preeidency ; b«t it haa oticurred to me teat the 
ordiaanre u< nature and the wiil of Otnl have become B»ach more potent in imjireeiitng 
cartain great tri-ibf apott the mind« of iaen than before that importmt «vmt occurred. 

The important fact, so cle&riy iliu^rated and demoaetrated by the difctinguiabei Snssia- 
(tyr in hie iMe apeoeh, ti&et th« Tenitooeii-of t'il^anm and Htm Mexico •xten made free 
by ti&e tttw of TiBtore, wa«dlattnisdytta«ieA and^ftborafiadby Bochaaafe^ hia ^'Uart- 
«0t Home ielter," anad ttddpied and itte^rporatad^to tbe Nitibdiaon letter by GeB Caos. i 
do reco^erft of erer ba^big beand (bai &m l^tmKtinr front MtewRbcaatts tkm A'gfom 
**-stii Mr Bin^rnkS sr.d C>m Taf* sp:© thte'psi.Rt, {bat bt WTJited wfeh th<r N««:fc,era 
Dentooracy in Ibe ^fort >« ftant* ubAtaowc «be tVeiMeiMial t^usr -wbe bdd mdopM)- 
N k'fpmni tb« pgvcaK smtinaaitta wkitib he> &«i«r so afe^ *^«e«t« ia o«r for 
^TMiMriea se^frarbd froia M^i^ ftn^ kK^tf^bCieift in unat^tca&i if a^ b« 
hup'py to he eorrfeeted'; b«t I alwi^ mppmiii^im'^'Bmtkkn-tfom Mm&bm^ j/sAn- 
*)d mth tbr wii««mal Wbig faity «f the w ^M^yiitg «nj| ^dHif Hee dot^trfne 
Qtm- intervmation, baaed fipoH die erdufeBoe^ of Biitufe end ibe ^Hi of @^ as (be wot«r 
fdnvi of hoieataan es^M^rvitfecy to its* iB{*<»*-p»5wr, wbewb* it waa d«!«%a»«i to ttie 
d*;?? ft«r tfee adtBiBiBGn e( tlai-er;- into Wrfite*ry !ik>w fr«P If i*6<^ tnim not ofiirjjswii? 
vl;c:-t, if i.i»t e'ifki.1 v::&'j,t-Liot of li» Eiaai* »»d i?jte6«rs w-ere tssM eiert«»<} tW at9sc«e« 
to xi^preas tkn m^Rsam upoa ttw fofttiaf I cc»eI^ tket gfv«t i.rrisitieiise bae baen 

feisttf aot «siy by sc^ bmt "ibi reel ^ a»«^j»d.*' If -ke ki^ ^« ptrty »f w^h 
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he is ;iie great Northern leadesr had thm cobw to tiie support of those elevated, ncbie, 
slid patriotk doctruiee whidi are now ea boldiy procl&iisied *rid &bh f indicattid by him, 
the queistioD would heve been eeUled ftt OBce xud forever, quit-Uy, peace&My, and «atigfkc- 
toriiy to &fl poitioos of thfi Union. But, m, aueh » aettieaat-nt at tii&t tinrie wosiid not 
hew Biiitod the purposes of the Whig {»rty. Th*y were ia a wofsil, pitiful n?inanfT. 
Having rendered thesDselve* odioas to the peofile by ttiking sides with t.be public meaty 
in 6 stftte of war, thej were «i!ixi»u* to retries* sheir petit»t£j fofianes, &:Tid to be r«*um- 
ed to power. Thiis couid liol be d<i!ii« by open and d'vxt means-, h K'..;BiFed ©QSE.TOCfc- 
tioa sad indim^ion. The first t^Sep w.w tt< eeiecA a iaa.ii «bo had indeaiiad hirofcel? to 
the people by his »ervio*s id prusecatfiig the war as i^ie Pre*. Je.riUsl eaaiiJ^it of ibe tc- 
U wEt f»arty. Then the slavery agitation was to be kept up, and fi)me»te«J, and eLimuia- 
ted to the highest point of jthreruied eicitenoent. Gen. Taylor wiw witbh&ld h.i» 
opiuiona and i£i&int»iG a (ileaikiikc wlenee upon it, whfle his p«rti«s,n» weie Us repieseijt 
him to tiie people in each section of the Unioa ae hoidiug ofsifiioo! j» Wicordanee wiih 
the pref asUng seintiaaent in that section. At the Nartk he was reprssesitei.? as being suf- 
ficiently orthuJoi apoQ free ac^ham, being ready cheerfuiiy and coi'difiilj to give his ap- 
proval to the Wilmot proviso, while st the Bcuth he was repre«eiil«} &» bsing de^oledJy 
attached to their peeoliar inetitutions by all the ties of nativity, of habit, awtociaiion and 
interest. Thus t±ie friends of Gen. Taylor »ucce*ided ki ttjaiiitig the people kwiieve in 
each section thai his opinions and pnnciptps harcnoiu;^ wi^h tbei; own. 

And here I wiU notice a rajnark of the Senator from New York, (Mr. Siwibb,) in 
his speech delivered « faw days since. He went out of his way to gflt Mi opportunity 
of bearing his indiridusi testinaony to the fidelity cf the jNorthern Democracy to what 
he and his associates are pleaaed to call (be siave iatereiit He assured the Southern 
Senators that the Democracy of the North w«re »nd ever fcad been the faithful and reli- 
able allies of the «lave power under all ctrcwBisUHScea and in every emergency. His kind • 
ueue in this respect is fully apprecisted. His ojotfve is not diffit^ult to cona|>rehend. It 
was necessary for hijoj to say thus ntuch in order that his speech HMght appear to be con- 
sistent with his representations to the people diuring the Presidential canvass. Did he 
not eupjtort the election of Gen. Taylor And with a view to induce the people to vote 
fur hiin, did he ru>t pledge Gen. Taylcrr to the approval of the proviso f 

Mr. Skwaujd. The Seuator will allow me to an-Wer this question — Bot from a»y 
consequences that may result to myself at all, boweve*. I never did pledge Gen. Taylor 
to any thin?. I cipressed my own belief that Gen. Taylor, if elected PresidtnE of the 
United States; would leave the question of ihe organisation of new Territones to Con- 
gress i and tlial, in ujy own judgnaent, founded altogether oh the means of information 
in possessioD of everybody, Gen. Taylor wottid not veto a biEl which would be p&ssed by 
( ongreas ; whjf h to be, passed by Congress, I stid, would be one contairiing the pjo- 
visu, fend no other- 
Mr l>tn'tiLi». Thbl ci.>Mi«s prf.Uy sicai! i.i The S*iiig!U--r n.-&ic isf j(;lo>it'=*i i-is'ly 
made i-epr>e8€!;tutii-j.ii*. He <iiJ not say that General Tsykff wou«d oo no anj m>, but ex- 
pressed the opitiiot) Uifct he woukl, and eueteeded in iBakiqfit the pei^Se of ISew Ysxk 
believe that the op nion wae well (ounded. 1 will dow ask the Senator from New Yotk 
if the people of that State <M>uld ever have been induced to vote for Gen. Tsvlor, if they 
had aoi been made to bel.'eve that he would have approved the proviso ' 

Ml. 8iWAKu. i thu^ not. 1 tliink undoubtedly the n^ult would have been oth«(- 
wise. 

Mr. Doo(E(LA.s. The Senator thiuks not. Gea. Tayktr, then, couid not have received 
the ^ectofftl vote of New York but for the icaproatdon, which the Beoator contributed to 
produce m the minds of the people, that he would aanction and approve the proviao. 
Geiteral T&ylor, in his aonual iseaisage, and'iiideed in one or two specisi messages smce, 
hss plainly and boldly reooainsended noB ection has de.'is.^ed hinseif oppose.d u» sti J*e- 
ijJi.iioti fjr (Lf TwiioiM* Now, nc!»-actiorf »» r.oa-Juat«^f veation, eo fai aa Ct* tjHektioQ 
o( slAve^y jfi involved. Ob this |oiatG«a- Taylw aad G«Ek. f>aM oecupy prectaeiy the 
sftcac fKxaad- In odter reapectsi, evea ia itg»rd to the ToiribonM, thay i^Ses widely asd 
DMteri^jr. For iostaiioe, Gaa. CitM i» in fftvw p( aeUoit, 9a iter t* to inatttute and «e- 
tftbliah CrovHiiieeota fot the Territories bot odw^t-actim vpoo 2fae qaestion of slavery. 
Gen. Tcyktr is in tvfot of non-adioft -viso tipoo tike idav^try i^uestion, but goes further^ 
and opposes the fistat^shoMxtt of any Tertitorial G.wcnsmenta. They agree, therefore, 
upon oae point, and that is, that co law aiiould be intm&d tip*E the feubj<jct of felai'ery, tad 
exir'nw^joeutfj th«J the r<ae«i»o thmiU jot iff adopttd 

Nort, Sir, wlifct bvc-i^aa^ of the Senator a repRjseaiafettas and wg-ftt»!3Cie and appsaia 
to the p«jpie ^ N»w York, by whicb t» itEade theaa l>«ite»« that (*«Diaal Taylor wsata. 
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fsvwf of the pronso, and, in cor»eq«ence of thai belief indaoKS them to So vf^ai, bj his 
own «onff«Mon, they otb#rwi»' n«^« would hevf done — 4» ^ofte fo? hira sruf aitke tira 
Preakk-nt of t^.e United MEtes ' One thing iit dear, the people of New York vrrre 
<i€ated CKit of thar votMi; yea, »notfecr, Gm Taylor w&» eiected by fraud. Who pf r- 
petr&ted the fraad' Wfcio deceived the pf>ople> The Senator fcwi New York te'At \i» 
thsi be made the rc{>r«>wnt8tioBi he pressed the ©ftinion*; bf g«w {ijecn the ranc^cKi of 
hi* naruc, the ureig^ht of \i* suthoF'tv; th&S Le vs-ae one of the agente who infused tliis 
false iropreeeioD into the minds and hearts of the people of hi* own State., and thereby 
induced them to give ibeir votes for a man for whom they would netw have votBi! if the 
truth had been lold them. The Senator doei" not diabiietiy mhrm tst whether be did 
these things on his own accouat and upon hi» indi^sdu^ ie«poB«lnlity, or upon the fcu - 
thor.tj of ttniSSher. Thi» point it important in onder to detect ajtd expoae the guil?y par- 
ty The circumrtaacee would eeem to throw the responaibility upon oo*. or the other 
of two important persortagea. The one is eminent cttisan who occupies the white 
house by virtue of this frsud, according to the Senator's eonfeflsian; the other is the Sen- 
ator IrtKiaelf. Tkm President, according to all «ppearanc««, has vindicated him^eif by 
tite direct and anequivoeal disavowal in his several isieseajfes of the sentiment* and opin- 
ions imputed to him by the Senator from New Vort . <7nder this view of the ea»e she 
responaibility reste with all its force and odivoi upon the Senator frotn New YoiIl. Bui, 
«r, the dioioe, or Mther the defeat of the choice of the pe^le. of a Pretidecit of the United 
Stfct«4, is 5»ol the only reealt of the ayetem of double dealing within the iimita of the State 
of New York. The membera of the Legislalare were elected on the same daji and the 
aaiiie infiuences which secured the electoral v«te to General Taylor, gave the Whig* b 
R«Bjority in the Lefi^lature, and that majority elected the genthanan (Mr. BswAan) a 
memlierof this body- He, too, therefore, is now enjoying the enhstantial resnlte cf that 
pystem of double d«wlir;g and deoeptittn wbtch wae practiaed upon the people of Mew 
Yoik, with the view of placing Genern! Taylor in the Presidenlia}- diair and himaelf m 
the Senate of the United States. Under theoe ciFcurostancee, I submit whether it would 
not have been more becoming in that Senator to have vindicated himself against the in- 
jarious infereneee that are likely to be drawn from these facts than to have attempted to 
fii odium and prejudice upon the Northern Democrac-y by representing them as tlie fidtli- 
a!)y of the slave power? It looks as if this unfounded charge against the Democratic 
party wae gotten «p for the purpose of diverting public atteation from hi« own conduct 
He msy hsve peculiar reasons for wishing to avoid too rigid a scrutiny in to the termi of 
the alliance bertreen kiro and the Admiaietrstion, and especially tib>e means by which borh 
were fle*6t/-d t.ct power, srtd the rr»ode in which pstroriege and spoi.!* h»v« been <i'irtriT o- 
t.t-<J N;i -;«.!• vilii) h(Sfcr<i hin tpei-th amid Uiive failpti I0 i^Ae th« i irisnoM* tjilffics i>'- 
sfirve.j •jjK>rt si! p >i:ils irirolving me opinioM and action of General Tsylor t^-d his Cib;- 
nei upon the slaverj and pioviso quesUon. He did not venture to express it as his owti 
■opinion, as be says he did in New York during the canvasa, that General Tsyior wotiSd 
approve the proviso He did not do this: nor did he sound the alarm and tell thein that 
•they hhd been deceived etid betrejed by either himaelf or General Taylor. No; he did 
tiwihcr of iLifise things. He contented kims^f with representing ihe Northern Democrat* 
to *beir constitoentB 88 the fkithful allies of the slave power, while his Southern Lig 
^ends arc in the daily habit of (barging the suae Northmt Democracj with being 
the in<wt radical free soilers and sholitioni«te. It eeeros that tiw same eoorse of piooeed- 
ir»g which was resorted to to defe*t Geaeral Cass for the Presidency, and to prevent s 
{peaceable and satisfactory adjastment of this ve««id question, is to be continued with the 
''i'tew of suptainif'g tii« power of the AdmsniRtrstjcm. 

W r- H ,< Th* feftr.Btar says if hi« fnend tmrn Mi!chif»Z! had bees {ierosd thit que*- 
tiion would have been aeiRltd, Wilt he be k.iivd etkbof h to tell us how f 

Mr, Dot?6Liis. Y«s, sir. It would httm been apon ^e priadj^ <3f noa-interfer^tce, 
hy the action tiie pec^le thexnaei-raa. OsSiibniift, with htt me ooosiitation, would 
•iuve been received into ^ Union as a Stete IsRg ag«, mi tite tuaal Territorial Govem- 
mwt would have been estabfitiied for ^ evuddoe dl tbe eoaatry. Tht whole country 
would have i«mained free, ae it is now, by the eristiDg Isws the land, by lifce will of 
the ptaph who irAsyt it, asd by the law* ci nature, cliiaste, and production. The »d- 
_H!!;t!?K-?'-t wouW h*ve ^-een effo^ted q^-tiietlj, jieatmiify, jssUsfactorsly No o&jsiw- 
•vroii'id have been given to any pertioB of tbe Unkm. V^'e wouhJ heve had oone of dus 
fctritatiae egiuaoa, eiperieaced ©Bue thia painfu! ■excitecieiit We would htve heerd 
•lacA a word of Southern rtghta sad A^octhern «iggT««««BS, mtxcb ieis the hanh 8&d uis- 
•cordijjt sounds of immwu. T^iis4«, in wj opkB«, the settJeiiiesit we would have wit- 
fiffeMsi, iht ;<-gu!s.r rioriiLaee of the Dtrrtocrfelic psjty elett^J Preeiikr,! of uLe 



Mr. Halb. I fcSB sstbfid iitat »(ich k jwi «>piB«wi, bst Jiol t^t «xcfa «■ the &ot. 

Mr. r>OB«tA», Til* SeasAor u not «fcfc*6ed as to tb* fact I wiii retauid ^ -ot an 
mstance in wiuc)i he has been ini«M»km Wwe upon to very wibject, *td i preeunae he 
wlli now gJsdij acfenowtedge his eiror. Lwfit year i icreduced a biil f4» the *Am»«>K«s of 
r.I; Oie ccKiatrj acquired frois Mexico, hy \he treaty of pew:*, mio iiw l^nvan oa* 
Stale, reeemog the xi|hi to form aew St»te» i>ul of ponioB af s**i terriU>ry Ijuig 
e&et of Oie Sierra Nevatk MountaiKs The Senttor fr<,>m New HampsKire opposed ihat hiU 
upon the ground that, if the proviso was EOt »dopt6d, end the people wer« aUowed to4eeide 
the (tUBBtiao of sUvery for ihftsmi^ it WWB N a »lft»e ^^ta'®- ^'f^*' f^' vromo 
W8S not adopted, and the peoj^ wew alioweid to decide the ;{iie8tioa for aieiwselvea, and 
CidifoTjiia has preeeikied w i»» a coswtitutiMi pmhihitiof fclevery. The Senator »ten 
doubs*d that th» fact would happea— he can bo lorxger douU that it bae haiRpened. I 
ihen .peedicted that the people of'CaliforDis would pivhU»it«ls>^ery, »nd ask to c^me m.o 
{.he Unioa as a free State, mix the Senatft pbook hii head »ad douhted- In T«n I «- 
c&piti»lated to bim the wguments in faw* of fiwiava., the f.hy*Kail formatmi oi »ie 
covntn', its filimftte, productions, eleva^a abo«e the sea, the feelings and pt*iuiii^ ot 
the inhabitants, aii favorable to the et^^uwon of «U*ery. He afcUldottbted; no, he sitd 
not doubt; he was paaitiv*^ •bsoiufcely oemin, tAiat akyery would laent^tj «o there, it 
not prohibited Jiy »m act «f Congreaa. hem tbpa ono short year has corrected thw *rrw, 
iind it msj take twelve aaonlha loBger to correct his errors of judgecaent la r^ard to tbe 
residue of the oou»try . However, the «gn8 are d«5cidedly favorabte. He was Oien posi- 
tively ceitain, he now only doubts ihe fact. Yei there u oae thing of wtiich i mitat be 
permitted to remind hid; it this: If wy biU of last seeaion had beooflie the law ot toe 
iand—vthich is certainty would ha»e done *f hisd not uniled U» forces with those ot 
the Senator from Sooth Carolina (Mr. Uai^hw*) to defeat it— the whole of 4bc territory 
acquired from Mexico wouSd. at this isoaiotiW have been dedicated to fjwiejii forever, 
by a conetitutionsd promion. v W f 

Mt. President, »o maclj has been flftid in the course of this debate about the 
proviso in cooaexion with theae Twritonca. »h«* J propose Jo inquy* what it la, imd why 
it assumed that name? We have been askod whether we would vote for the W'HxaoX 
proviso m territorisi bills for Utah or Deeeret, aad IS«w Meiico, and the mt^^a-y httfeevtn 
been made wliethcr we will vote for the edmisaon ©f Cuaifornia into the U*ioiu wiifc the 
Wiiiaot proviso in her constitution? The W ilnaol proviso ip a tern*or»l biil oi a BWte 
eomtitution ! What a eonftwicffi of ideas— a perversion i9( terms i W hM la tlie W vl- 
triot pt>3ri»o> And why is the name of Mr. Witenol atta<-bod to the. aeawire? Une 

f..ivka.rd Iwr tiifc ilra t^ine ty Mr, Wi.lttif.fl. Atd t>a n wn». U wafe not a jwi^hib.uon .^f 
siave.rv Ln a bl&ie coitwututi on adwpif'd )?> the p«.-pie tbesiietsl-fes- S^uch piovmon* wtid 
prohkbiiiOQs were to be found in the c^nstmiiioa* of n«arty bll a»e faae o-taiw* o! tkis 
Union before Mr V^ amot wat born, it was not a prohibition of id»'?ery in a teiritoml 
bill, to continue eo long as the terrilofy c»ii**d, leaving the peepie to de^ &fi they 
pleased w ben thej should be mimrdvd if«to the Union »s a Stwte. Tha w** nU {fee W U- 
Eoot prwfiaoi fornoch a p?ovit*ion W6*to heifown^ » the ordm&nee of 1. 87, and m each 
siKscewive terrilofial biU for the .\»rtber» seotioa o/^h* U»ioB fi-om th^ fenod ijp to-the 
time Mi. W.ihaot IM *aw AejigK «n4 goring hj».i«riEanfiy a«^ 7*wai »vob .wp U> 18». 
when Mr. "Vk inS^ifop, of Ma«*e^»ettib o«m>i • proyisiw, iQ the «hiipe f 
so to the Or*goa4»iU, one yeWilj^fow Hf^ WMfBPt^ Tolc* wt« evf* hfard-in t^*aiteK^« 
Congress. 'rhi* pro%-i«>, progoaed by Mr. WijaUti^ l«ec»t|»« the law of the 

\hju} a* s port «^ lbe O^gt^n htil ie. Aiig^ i ajs^ i» t^^^ liiste.guaV.i 

Senator from Ki«K«2ti, in hi* «^?fcted h&m*^ Oify upewi, dmi^mau^ w it»e ieffer- 
mt, or Beni«wi pwwao, 80 feg •» jsey |nfen«»B<m ^jrtentte, Mr. Wii»^ rwrvw, i» the 
wM* «»t«8 f^t^*"* A»o»gk**W»sd «kpi*p«»ii«»t» «« ffohit»tt t^msiu h^ 
for the »v«aiia«it of aM?T«mto?i«». Wt»t, |hr}>. a*»«r I ahfiuWwy, tb« Wihnol 
mtnytJ (or itjbaa ^ aewa jwr* jwthpwt the iwpa Wt»n«st«». I mli se- 
fef to tte Joorni^ of th« Hotwe a[ Hii^rfmmtifef »aA to Au«ttet, ISM. siy- 

tiftg tjie war wi|h Mexico, Prmdent P«»lk tmyn mem^ to Coi^reaa aakiag mi 
piiidiea of utMjey to esaWe him t& wo^ts * tr«*^y of pew*., h«iu, aj*3 iK>t;.ii4fcr^, 
referA^g Uj the precwieni* Ui ib« e*«e« id l^um^M aBsJ J-'ionda, hkI iJuUajaiii*^ thfcS 
it was hi» t«y^^i«e So aajwre « conaKferabie «i!0*6t «^ terriioiy • The. saeaa^-? wsfr w- 
fmed toihe Uoojwitteeoflbc W-he*e«P th» atate of Mif* Vewss, sod in ito ««WBitt<* a 
bill was propoasd in aco»!4ttB«« wkfe tt*e f*cwBaDeM*.B*»aa «f ^« wMeb 
since bcKi kftown in the pcOiticfcl hktwy th» o{*atrj' as the " tm- laiiiioa biU. , 
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To tVie biflj Mr. Wllmot of PennT«tv6mR, offered an aGoendiQent, in the cbapa «f 

proviso, vrWch I will ra&l froai the Joura&I. — ^[See Joum&I of tb» House at Riepra- 
•scntetives for 1845-6, page saS3 :] 

" Prpj'i' k.d. That, a» aa exprese and fundi ineDttJ condition to tlie acquiwucMi of mf 
territory from the Republic of Mexico by the Utisted St&tes, by virtue of asy tirfirtf 
vrhich ciav Iw aegoliated between tbem, and to the ues by the Ej^ecuave of the 
moneys b-Tfin apju-apriaiej, neither slavery noi iBvolvinlary i!€rvicad« shali ever e«- 
5St in amy purl of ease! territory, except for crime, whereof t£e part)' sball fcrfet be duly 
<:onvicttd," 

This 18 the origiaaJ Wilmot proviso, and it assumed that nana* bj comaaon conseMa^ 
l>ecause it was a nonde«;ript, the like of whicli had never been aeen «r heard of is th» p©- 
litica! histt>ry 6f this coantry. It differed from a'l other provisions which bad.*'*'*'^ 
proposed upoh yndre3 subject* in many itHportanl particuiara. ft was »n sttempi s» 
the part of the Howee of Representative?, by a tnejoiity votes to cs>ntrol ^ exj^cff*^ 
the tretiy-mking power, wKch the Constitution had vested eoWiy ja .th« Pro^detit,|kad 
Schate, to be decided by a two ihiris vote. It prppotsfti to deprive tlMB f^sople of the Tw- 
ritory, eien when they should becoute a State, of the right of jnoultling «n5 formiBg 
thdr domestic invtitutions to sait themtselves, anil to make them tbf[ ettHgect of n«g^»^ 
tibti and treiity KiipuJatiQn with a foreign Power- Tbe prolhibition fifjtlavBrj waa oo^to 
be liraii^>t to the period daring wluch ^e people ehouid rejuftta ui!4w>4iii(nitorMi m^ia- 
izatton, but was to continue forever, even aAer they e^ould be receive^ ^ 
%t Statea It proposed to acquire the country or the express snd fqpdaiwntii coe^ 
lion" that slavery ehoul^ jjever exist therein. Th* purd^Bse was ti* be conditional n^ti 
the tifie conditional, dependant upon that f*ict If the country had been acquired iupop 
that condition and had been received into the Union as a Stai«, propose to fe- 

ceive California, and subsequently, by an amend inent of her constiitotipn. the people 
had chosen to recognise and awjctioR the institution of slavefy, the faith of this Govi^rft- 
ment would have been irrevocably fJedged to a foreign nation, eitt^ to |iave aboiisheii 
i^aveiy by force in sovereign State, or to have turned hci out of th^ Unsoji ^t^i 
Bentlier back to Mexico « ejthf.r of which would have btten a plain i^od patpabie vi^Jfr' 
tion df the Constitution of ibe United States. The Wiimot proviso, tberefore^ 
posed to pledge the fetth of this nation in the most solemn mainnei, sn a certain evenit» 
which I confess was nol Itkeiy to happen, to subvert and dertr^ th« coni»titiUioB»J 
rights of one or more of the new States of this Union. Such wk» the charactot. of 
the proviso, according to its plain terms «Qd reading. But, nr, t am prCpftred to go,fer' 
ther, and sb&w that this was the common caderetanding, the object, d^gn, the ixtii. 
purptts* of thost who f.upi'OrUsd the W if »yt proviso. 

I hoiii in fay hmi ther fc.uttiea.tic6,ttid copy of the first serif.s of reeoloiiosui tuioptwi hy 
<ihe Legi6i.is.tsite of New York in fa^or of the Wilaot protiBo, preseated .tp the Senate .fcy 
Gen. Dir, and ordered to bt printed. I will read the two resolutions beiuriag ou ttthf 
point : . _ , ■ , , ■ ^ ' ' 

" Jieh(/lved, (if the Xssembly concur,) That if any temtorj ii iuwiifier acqeirwl ^ 
the United States, or fiattpxei thereto, f/f<: od % wfikh su<m t^itapf »> acgtdredi>r 
annexed, wikatever ^uck act »iay be, ihmld mitiun ijn MneJlerph^ fu^4im(ir4»l e^i^ 
cit or provisimi ie'hereitfi^ sUfvery {>t trivo^QBt^ry. jti|erv]ln4«> eac^ aa apuniabitteBt % 
cdtfte, shay tie /brftbcr VwWdei u :^ 

" Ke»olpt4> (Hi&e A«8em% «9^9ur,) ikii ft* 9e^^» jii Cpc^ra^f^ ^ ^wif 
be instruca^ia, sod \hk\ the KepreseDtatiyBe in Cuingn^.ircp this ot^to^ r$9V§«|{^,tf 
use theit best eSbrts to <^rry into effect the yjewi ^ &e i*Myti^ 

Thsfte reiKi*ut»c»nii were fcdopted in the Senate of New a'ott on ih%' fiJtfe pf Jeimm^ft 
aQd in t^e A««m% on t^ 1st sf Febrtiaty. LS47, jjaa* ti*e Sflr* 4 the L^g^; 

Utu?« alter. Mr. WUmt* ^^ fimsi ittoj4u«^ , j^Q^^ t,,Th«» 
rp<»m Sm' fquivocajfirip p^' 5pji?H as to t)ie jphwii meaning of t^w. j^fi^^^iiBfc;,.,^^^ ^*^ 
gi)4«*Bi* of New .^ortt di^ ^»i mBtru€t Jthe,0^ator8 frbife t4i(ijij?^|^ t«(r, «,|f^ 
bSaonofsUTOrp' m Jwy tieiiito^al bin wtiicli pQ>^gt(Ma., yight j>w,.% <^g<>y i';B i p# 
of the Territories, even' in Oregon, NeWasUa, and Minesota, muct lew the tenito^ 
ta be acquired from Mejcico. , , ,. , , ,, ; , ■ ■ - . ; -.ji j: 

Tsit resaludon (r.onlempWtaa ao such, ewe, It pro^i^ee tbs.t " vnt, act iPiwH^ 
fu-dt ieynictr^ U ac:^u-irtd ar arnttrtdf whjilftttr in*(h ^'^^ itf^ f-^-idd cotU(d« jffj 
t«i.i.TEK>,.BL.t rrjis*.)UKTAi. .^-STSclV fo! .ihcproiiiiiiuaa. «ias«5'.._ Tsm pxf 
feS^tloa was io be js the treMg *c<ittiting.t^e couetrj, and noi la tiijs^isaEnfajmi Jw 
its ' 4'CJ'«'emment The proiubittoc vfaa la bis *it f' BrfaWshli^.fw^imBBtsJ; srtifi^ 
w^heftb? slaTerr BhouM " bt ronvra txdaded fnrn fKe territorv acffuired or em- 
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nesed. It was to remain in force not only whiSe a territorr, but " forever." U was ty 
be '* unalterable," so that the people could not change it, if thej desired to do bo, after 
tihey became a State of the UnLoa. I could, if necessary, detain the Sen^.te fiom this 
time until sunset in reading other memori&ls and petitic-ns ef the baaie cbsj-s . 'tr, lo show 
tbst ihig was the comnian, genera!, uuivt real uudeis{*ridiiig of the Wil^ot pioviso 6.1 
feftt day. 

But, KT, there vrae still another objection to the Wiirnot prorlsK) of an ijfi#uperable 
character, entirely independent of the s-Isvery iiuc6tiv>n- It would have hai the inevita- 
hh effect, if indeed it was cot ihe seii!ed purpose of many of its originai supporters, Vj 
have defeated the acquisiiioii of any territory at all. It require* no argnment to prove, 
and h|at iittie faith to believe, that under it CaJifomu and New Mexico could never hs^e 
been obtained. A* the Senate was then constituted, the slavehoiding Stateg had a clear 
majority in this chamber, Iowa and Wiseonsion not then being represented here. Bear- 
ing this fact in mind, with the endence of public c-pinion lu jegard lo the proviso in the 
8«ithern sections of the Union which we have witnessed and are now witneasbg, who 
can believe thai a constitutional majority of two-thirds couid have been obtabed in favor 
of any treaty containing the Wilmot proviso? No man can, for a moment, suppose that 
each a treaty could possibly have been ratified I think I epesk advisedly when I rejKjSki 
that it could not have received the vote of any one Senator repreaeDtitg a slavehoiding 
State; while I am sure that jnany Nordiem Seaators would hav« felt themselves co»- 
strained by their conscientious convictions, ^tirely independent of the (Question of sla- 
very, to have voted against it apon the grounds I have stated. The probabilities we, 
therefore, that such a treaty, instead of being ratified by a two-thirds vote, as required by 
the Constitution, could not have received the sanction of one third of the lAembers of this 
body. A knowledge of this fact undoubtedly gave the proviso a large portion of its origi- 
nal support. The Whigs as a party were openly opposed to the acquisition of any ter- 
ritory, whether slave or free It will be recollected tiiat the Senator froni Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Webstik, ) boasted of jhis fact, and cited the vote on Mr. BEiifctKN's resolution 
as official evidence that it was a party question, the Whigs being opposed and the Dem- 
ocrats in favor of the acquisition of tenitory. This being the feeling of the Whig party, 
they seized upon the Wilmot proviso as a scheme well devised and admirably adapted to 
de&at all acquisitions. Southern Whigs even voted for the Wiimot proviso— some un- 
der the yea;, and nays, and many more in the Committee cf the AVhole, where no jour- 
nti is kept, and justified their votes afterwards upon the ground that they were given with 
no view to the prohibition of slavery, but for d)e sole purpose of defeating the acquisi- 
tion of any territory from Mexico. Had the scheme succeeded, the hopes of the Whigs 
wottW. have been fuliy realized. The pride and ])rejudic«s of the South would have been 
appealed to to withhold &li 8];proj>rislicr)S for the pjosec utiori of th» war— to corojK.-! the 
Adiaiuistrfction, in diijLcnc-r tnJ disgract'-t to wi.ihdiaw tht arasie* and ivriLinale hsistik- 
ti«* withoiit frid?imtiity for out injuries and losses, in naouPT or territory. Support of the 
WilusoS proviso, therefore, was opposition in the most insidious, ditigerous, and fatal 
fonp to the acquisition of any territory w hatever . For this reason, if there was none 
other, end without the slighta^t reference to the question of slavery, t bold that it ia the 
duty of every Democrat, North and South— of every friend of* the late .Adtninistration — 
of every supporter of the Meiicati war, and of every advocate of California and New 
Mexico, to ha^e opposed the Wilmot proviso with ell the power and energy with which 
God hwi invested idm. We did oppose it with firmness and reaolmion, until it was de- 
feated forever by the conduaion of a treaty of peace without any anch condition or pro- 
vision in it California and New Mejico were acquired by an absolute and no^ « con- 
ditiond title, with the right to diepoae of and gx)vem thetn as the people might deter- 
mine under the Constitatian of the United States. Fr^i'-. i\e day en which the r«ti£ca- 
tidss of that treaty were ei.char^ged by the two couutrit*. ihe Wilmot proviso became 
»« m obao^He idea," having died an eternal death, wilt-out the hope of reeurrec^on, 
Hnving acquired coimtrj by an absolute and uncoadition&! title, it became tufojebt to 
&8 jenodietioa of thta Grovemment, the same aa Oregon, Wweftovit Nebraska, and the 
lridi«n tenitdries{ and whai we came td institute governmehls foi them, it might or 
might aot be -deemed wise end expedient to mcor]f»ratc ih fecm the ordiiiaace of *87 or 
the Amendment of Mr. Winthfop to the Oregon bill in 1845. I could never have voted 
for the Wilmot proviso under any emergency or cortceivable state of f&ct«! aiid yet, un- 
der jwcaitsr circura^fi' . .-. whitb hsve been fully eipla,iiij<i 03 another occAfcion, F did 
TOte for ihe amendment f Mr. Wir.throp in 184$, and alad for the On^on bill of I84g, 
amtaining a eimSar pro-v-LfcLuii under the name of siie orihtmct of *87. The twc roea- 
iranas were entirely dMieimilar, invotving iifierent principles^ axid deriving. their authority 
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fro!i> si^iale eources of power. Tb« one was a erodes til digested scheme for the *t- 
t&itimeQt of w end, deetaed desdrabie, in » mode uosuthomed i>y the Conttitutkin bad 
subversi7« of the pnnciple* tad policy of the Gorermnent; th« other it & nmpie, piun 
pronsioB of law, oUer tban ths Qcvemment itgetf^ and, ia my opinion^ eiitire!j wsao- 
cesafti^ ftt ihe same tisM it u free ima h^mptsnbie coostitatiood diSkshy, wlfii 
the Baaction of precwdcstt under dtenoiii every Adnainistratjon to wamtnt ite adaption. 

How these two propostionc ehouid haw become esnfouoded in the popular mind, tfe 
oxie with the other, and especiaOy how the name of the Wilmot proviao, which hns pcw 
recseivad the sancticin of auy one department of tbi* Govemmeot, should have become 
fastened upon the ordinance of '87, which had a ie^ ex.i»tence before the Constitutioa 
was adopteu., and has aince been so fre<juenUy re enacted, i» a problem She aolutioja of 
which would be curioaa aad amumng. My time wHI not allow me to give a bistory of 
it now, I will ventufe to auggeat, however, thai the parpoae had been formed of organ- 
jjiitig a third party under the banner of the Wilmot proviso, which would be able to con- 
trol the politics of the free States, if not the political destiniee of the whole country. 
The movement had succeeded admirably. The Legi«latur«s of eeveraS Stat^, New 
Torli among the number, had endorsed it in terms ; and there seemed to be a fair pros- 
pect that, if the question could be kept open and the agltaS^on coniifflaed, this tb ird paitjr 
would soon overwhelm both of the other great parties of the country, aad embody «n- 
der its banner a majority of the voters in the Nwthern States. But, unfortonatejy, juatat 
that point of time when the prospects of this third party wsrc suppoeed to be tite brighteat 
and the hopes of its leaders the nMst buoyant, the question was settled iorever by the 
treaty of peace without the Wilmot proviso. The political disappointment was too graat 
to be submitted to. The political temptation to keep up the organization under the aanae 
name, by the adoption of a measure invt^ving entirely different principles, and to which 
the insuper&ble objections urged against the proviso did not apply iiCk the mind* of 
mai^y, was too strong to be resisted by sutdh patriots. It would not do to strike the Qag 
and change ihs colors, ieet the rank and file night desert and join new tflsders. On the 
other batsd there may have been, in another section of the Union, a class of men who 
had political objects to be aooomplished by keeping up this same agitataou. They had 
succeeded in securing the passage of rtmoitttions l^ most of tke Legislatures oi ths 
Southern States, pledging themadves aitd their people to resist the Wiintost provigo Ik 
th« event of its adoption. "Hiey limd never been able to bring the Soalhem people to 
the point of resistance to the ordinance of 1787, or the amendment of Mr. Winthrop, or 
any sthei law prohibiting slavery in a Territory while it should remain a Territory, and 
leaving the people to do as they pleased when they should become a 8tate. Po&ey, 
therefore, required that the name, against w hich the Sou^iem people were all eommtttoa, 
^ihould be retained, if the Kfitation was be continued. With such patriotic motives 
to inipel h-nd control the actior! of men, tlicre was no difficulty in perpetuating the name 
of the Wilmo! proviso, ai^d of fastening it the ordin&uee of 1787, ancf evt-u upon 
the pTohi.bittoB of slavery ia the constitntion of a 8tste adopted by the people thenaaelvss, 
Now, sir^ I believe 1 have coaduded all I have to ssy of a political or partisan nattue. 
The remarks I have made of that nature seemed to he necessary to the vindication of mj 
political associates and friends, with wheraa I have tcted, and to the Justification of my 
own course in times gone| by. I now come to the examination of some of those tojttcs 
which have caused so much ercif«ment here and elsewhere. I allude to those very to- 
ter«sting qacsttons called "Southern rights" and " Northern aggreauons.** For the 
sake of convenience, and in order to com^liend preciaely the po'iiats «t usae. I. wfil 
re&d it passitge from the speech of (he distmgmshed BensW^ from Sof^ih CaroEas, «(»- 
tainlng a Bummary of these Northern aggressions, ae far as they r^letotheTerritoiie* : 
" The first of the series of acta by whi^ tht ^uuih wot dented of iU dvut tfutre itf 
tffc Territorits origtnsted with the Coiifederacy which pressded the existence of dm 
Goverament- It is to bs fcmnd iu she piovmoa of the ordstirjice af 17'67. !» eSer-t 
was to 'ctciude the South ^ure^y from tiuit <r«»t M»d fertile region vi\ath lies betweea t^e 
Ohio and Misasaippi rivers, now embracing five States sod we Tsm^asy. Th&sa^ 
of the series is the Missouri oompromtGe, which «xelud«d the South fam lug« Po- 
tion of Louinana which lies north of 30' excepdog what is iodaded iu the &uisut 
of Miasoun. The last of the series exduded the South from the whole the Ongcu 
Territory. All these, in the slai^g of thfc day, were what arefisliedalave terriloriea, 
not free wSA •, that is, territories belonging to Klavefcolding powers, and open to the cmi- 

It will b« obitsrved thji tbe cause of compkiEl in efef-h at the case* sfetifitrd is pre- 
dicated on the tassiaptica tiiat " the South vras deprired of iaj due ehire of the territ*- 
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ncR," Upon this point I wtoh to be dis(.ir,;-Jj' ■aiideretood, I diflei frcia the SenEtor in 
- Wc, I 'ieajr fbR very pmpoBition >•«■ hmi.'iae»r sod npw the Bmiitt|>tio& of ^ioh be 
ikNOOmAil hw^compiauits agjiiaBt toe Karili. ^<T%e ^^m^,*^ Jbs Myd,"" vme <dfi«v«d of 
,iJljs.4Qe,BWlw.«Citbe.temt(>n«»,*' iWh&t shcre hod ifae Soctk iji ihe , ter^toiieft ! »r the 
.litfi^ t or mfij o^BBt gtsignphisstl ^vmon wpkmoma. t» tke .Conto^utsoa t I imm^t, 
i.9f^Oinom At Tlte temtome belattg to the United Stelet Jurmte pefipk, «i>e na- 
tion, asd »re be Smpoge^ ed &a ike astamoit hmtSt «f wjconlisg to the piBke!p?s8 
XiC t^c< Cooi^^iitipn. !P*.ch SlsSif > ae h meiab^T of the odofedensef . bifs a ri^ roA roice 
.^m icfTifdpfi the n>^ «>4 <«giiIiatijBB8 .Jb!r ^ ^ovepiuaeii; <»f dte ten^toriee j bst the M- 
.UsF^Xm^mmf ^i^rOstBoixth, ;^t,a^d Wmi, no (sach rjglyL It is oo ^oktico ©f 
, SiittxHera ri^te tp prdiihit jltvery, i->or «f Nii>rtherH h^hte to leisre the people to ijeci4e 
ihe fjaettion for tiiM^uj^yes. In tUfi «-Ree do gee^tphioa} sec^ioa of ahe Unioa x* eati- 
fled to epy share. of fjfe.lemto?iiesi. The Setwtorfr<wa S9'«ii>4&rsUB& ihiewfor*«i- 
' n?e fcr e'j3p^^ of hiig (poii?i4wRl» »gW'*W ^hre ;Nprth» B»der 

toi, ie«^<i, ^Tf. ^^dictle^ jp^B one gr^i^t fiiJi<J»HQent»l enoi-^\^ eirar of eepp<t3ipg i^t 
mf jMtrtictilw' fi^moR hfts » njjhV to have a " 3ue «h&re of the territorieB" set spart sjjd 

■Btftltltinst proceed to the fOD^deratioz; of thjt particplAr *c>#of tggreesion of which 
this Sentt^or' c^inplainn; 'And firk of |the ordin&pce of jtg7, It ib a little remarkable 
Ae !c6)M|itttti6nil')i^t8^ 6^ Soatif ahoiijcf hare been inirftd^d bj «.n act i^ppted 
beifo^ the Coitiititiltion "jras made ; aijd, ejjpe^jen^f, when w^e is^ iiito conoider^tjofi the 

'feetj «^ted by'iht; S«nattor froifl MaaeachtsaeCte in TiiB epeeeh the oljier day^ that the or- 
^iOasoe isf ''^ W^ ttiSoptedlrf tha himiihnoiu vote of every Squlhem State, there J>eing 
i^t ©toe Tote'caat a^int it in the iCoi|^;derhridii, and that waA .a Northern vote. The 

'firiff ftet of Northehi AggtaaSon aeemi(, 'therefore, to have been jhdoptfd by the niiited 
v*te wf the eetire Booth, 'rtli ardmaaci, the Sepator fmri Strath Cafoiina {oforai* ne, 
iMMi the efle«t>^'u> eMetude the Sotith te'tireljr from that ra« artd feitile region whidi lies 
b«rtw«*«n tbc Ohio and MiasiWppi lir^ti, no>w erabracinf five Statee and 6ne terHtory." 

JS Boi the Senator DHStakefi in hiff'fetftst. , 4tfy iriforiBttioii la that it had aach alffect. 

^^Od the contrary, <{ aid Morosed that isi die time - the eoiistitiH^on ef the Estate of Ohio 
was formed, ait leaat ooe-hetf t>{ »he peofie of that iState, arid 'probably more, were TOi - 
tirea of and csugrutts&cct 6onthem States ( that fuiiy two-thirds of the peopk of In- 
liiaba, at the tiniA she adopted her cosudtstion; were nstivies df tiie Sonth ; and th<it a 

c^mh Inrgtt pjcOportion of the peopis of iltiiioia, at tlK dice ehe was admitted SMo the 

. ITfllon. weiK ttltofrom ,the 8011th. Tkeae iacts do net indicate that the ordinatice had 
i^ef^t U> exdlode the South entirely ^oai those Territoriea. Let ua itext in«;fuire what 

, it had .xi|)^p,iilav«ry there. The ordinance, it wiii be lenieaibered, was adopted in 

,iWi the very year, I believe, m which the first settiemeict waa inade at the moBth of 
^ jSjEoahii^^ ; ooe jte^r before the &m hwm waa erec^ where iCtRdnnati now 
s(4a4s ; in ahort, when t$e who5? ootuttry wa* a ya«t wnpeopied wilderneaa, wisli the e»- 
.peptioB pi the w!all French aeUiementa «t Kksjkaskia, Cah<4ti&, Viocennee, and aie»' 
otoer points. Thf object of the or^nhncr , tiktrrhrf , wis to piohibif, rtct to abolifcli, 
i^sEwery in th* jSortbwea! Territr-ry. And «.* n\ tvidencet tbe-d the ordmaace hfi.e pro- 
i&eed the effect intendftd by its fraasera^ wt have repe?>ted)y be?E> referred to th«se five 

..free Sfatefi c^rv^d o^t of that tejrritory , Tt ue^ these g^tea are WW ifrc-e, with pm- 
'r)i^i[i6 in the C0j»t(tofions of eieeh prcihibiting fkvery in.f^fl time t|P £ome. Er$ wae it 
the W^iapce \Ji?jt .niftdip them frpe St«.t?«^ T}>f ceiwms retwr^ ej^ow -that ibete were 

'3^1 jBifives xa l^m>}$ in l(?40, 's.r^6 mprfs then 700 in 1^0,. - I do. fliot reco|ie<;t prec;fiBly 
fo*^ H^any thfVe the other i ijut I reiipep^pe^ theffp waa (j^jte a Attuxtber in 

^d^nn.. KoW cfine these alityee in .^Ijiwig ? They ,w?re thf;^? imd^r tiw fjrtJi- 
6iate aadi$ (^ temtory. j)«op> V««i W 

^g|«oiaJr4m fflp rfiv^^ to Jibe ^tftu^«^it by ^ujpc^wtJjja, 

lBi«, imd jdtfcW*. Ba|i|>piBintih^i t^e (toil, ciitoalfe and prtK^'icU^'fi^ ^ .W iep«B'ry 
adajs^^'to i^i^ve iabi»ir, hatb'mtl^ lesir^d t6 Jpirc^nce the i^stitutioh to .whidi 

• illfe^i)Ad'w<M'4(«^^ ithctrVfeele Hmi 'AceordiniHy, the Tcrriti&rfa! 

'^l^Efar* ptaseJ'|i«^'^, tHe objfct «,Eit^ effifct of "tj'kith y t^ te intr<^dBef ip^vffy coder w.hti 
waa «»JM t s^y^ffl'bf iudentitrea, Tjfee*^ lawn'asthorked t£e'.)&*nen ji^ uhrtfs' in t^ag 

' IS«ih i4to t6« 'IwB«7;iea>d (here eifttef 'fntd e^wraeta-With 'db^^ tiB^ tihtVtss 

w*."* W'aertne;'^' .«K*^!''4irtn|''thetin?ft tipecyKd'i'lh'tfte^-^^ctr toir'*1n<»otti^ 
whkh wt^^e'sirtiljy fe^i peWirf mtihing the lift of. l!fte'iJiVe» ; iind fetyrWbnt 

i»y,.tfee BB«iiler*»i»'»8«wed airty days ii^ serfke* rhehi Mck a^iR; *» m 4ot to ]o9e the 
ir^gin of prop?rcjf te ^fciras. lliii^ the bpcration iof th«fr l8«fs flKnoi* beceine ff s'a^^e- 
h^dirig Terriscff oader the ordinince, s.nd in ufier ^pfeRC* i'l tflfeih end {^SpsMt- 
predisba. It* Cct!V<»'.i™-t wiacbasatiafe'Jtil at Kftsk,*.sk.i« is '1't1^,1o ferm ihe twnerj- 



tulioii of the Stale of Illiiaoie, ttss composed, to a conadersble ertent, of sm ■ ' rs, 
representing a alavcholding constitaencjf. This bosJj of men h&d befcome patisi; i 
ej^wrricoefc thfct the climate and prodnciion^ of Use country were mn&rorable to $Ia - 
hat, and that tSK iiistitBtion wa* prejudicUi to their interesii ati<! wclfere. Accordingly, 
Nre £ad three fmportant pri&csples cst&bliiiie^ in the coBsdttttion which th^j framed, v^i 
wiib which liiinois w^s admitted into die faion : ' 

1st, The right of property ia all ^aves or indentared persone liien in tlic State was 
coofirmed. 

2d. That no slaves sfoonld thereafter be brought icto the State. 

3d. Prorision for a grsdnal sveteni of emancipsiion, by which the State should eventu- 
alfy becoiae enttreiy free. Itos Fystem of emancipation had <jeen in operation {«renty» 
two yeare, at the date of the cenens of 1840, when, as I h&ye already remarked, there 
"Were 3?1 slavfee retttmed in that State, It is to be hoped that of that namber the ccn- 
soe of this yeat will show that noi one reniaine a alave. 

Now, Bir, what becomes of the complaint of the Senator from South Carolina, that 
the ordinance of '8? excluded the South entirely .^rom that vast /ert|ile region between 
the Ohio and Miw^ppi rivers. The 6ict« to which I have adverted show cif irly that 
the ordinance had no practtcaj effect upon It. tinker the ordinattce alaTery e:jutlt^d there 
to a greater or less extent ; and irinee'the ordinance has beeh sa^ei«edea hf State 
^vemmems, slavery has gradually dissppeared tender the opeHtidn of la w« adc^ted 
and executed by the peopje thenwefvi^e. '^e»e fk^etsliirpi^ a pwctScal iUustration of that 
greet trafh, whidi onr^l tf 1>e fe,mlHar to pXi ,atf teipipB &nd j^Q|iti<4&na, thai a la w passed 
by the Rational LegislBiixre to operate loc«i?y upon a people not i«pre«i?teclj 
remain practically ia dead letter upon the at&t^te book, if it be in opposition to the wishes 
and eoppose^ interests of those who are to be alffi^c^ hy it» ap^ «t the same time 
charged with its execution. Thc~ ordinance of .'8^' waspractjcaliy a ie^i letter. It did 
not make tjie country to which it applied practically feee from slavery. Tfeei fetates 
formed out of the territory noriiw/esl of ^e Ohio did t)Ot become free by Virtue of 
Uie ordinance, nor in cohseijUence (if it TiiOae Ptateti became free, and must always 
analotain their freeaoip if they^ipect ^to pre^rve it, virtus; of.'their owa wilt, solemnly 
recorded in the farnlament^ laws of their; jiwn maklnjj; sjnid *x:ecutipn. iThat |e th« 
source, and fhe only safe reliancfe of m«T ^eedom. In free «^untries laws and ordi- 
nances are mere nullitiea^ unless sustain^'Jl i>y the hearts aiid ipteilecMi X)f the peopje for 
whom they are mad(s, and j!)y-whom they are is eizcciitefi. t trust. S,he,refore, .{i$at I 
bave satisfied the Senator from Souili Carolina that the br^Eiaiice oO^j, qt whie^ he 
complains ae tlie firet in the series of Tforthem aggressions, did the South no Ijarm, and 
Che North no good. 

The next in the series of aggreanon$ complained of by the Senator from Sopth jOtkro- 
lina is tjje Missouri compromise. The SGsapuri comprpmias an' act of Kortfcera ii^jus- 
tice, designed to deprive the South of her due ehare of the Tf rritories ! Why, sir, it was 
-only on litis very day that th« Senator from TyUmss'ippi despaired of any peaceable adjust. 
mftit of tiiwting cfifficuiiiei, because the Missouri Cotripronutte line could hot be ej tfrtidt-j 
to the Pacific ! That measure was originaliy adopted* in the bill for the adwiseion t>f 
MiBsouriby the union of Northern, and Southern votes. The South has always pro^ssed 
to be willing to abide by it, and even to cofttiisue it ae a fiiir an^ honorable adjustment 
of a vexed and diSictfit qtaestion, In 1845 it was kdopted in (^c resolutions for ^e an- 
aeiaiion of Texas, hy Southern as well as Northern votefl, without theeii^test copp^ist 
that it was uniair to any section of ibe country. J^n 18^6 it ^ssceiveii. tjhe.^ppoi^ of 
*rerjr Southern thciaber of ihe fiouse of Represpntat^via, Whig aiifi pemc«rat, w 
«xceptic^^ as an altiirnatiye meature to the Wilmot |u-oVi^ aj^^ '"^^^t. P lJB4$t 4'^ 
^nteadtDeiit to tl e Ore goa biilj on jpf motibiii, U received tll^ vottt 'Jf , f rpe^Uept H«kt^ 
iad I io tool think that f 'can ptwra? be miitakclQj, of eyerv ^c^he^ '^jnaW, Wpi)S 
ind tfemoprat, cven'^nckdsbg thi SeniW ftoni'£lputh''G^ Ck^pt^^^ 
And yet we lire now told fiifi ii&a ^''oTkf iecon^ \o' ^e or^i^anoc 5^*i^;,in l^e 
Si.ggreite!oa« OR the &oa\h. ' ' " 

Mr. Btm.tK.. 1 ih'wk foa are tnistaken about |t. | ^<^'t jUifsk roy e«>)iaitgi!^s 
€i.iJ99C¥t^ Ttrtii for iJ. 

. liCr. pciioli«&si 1 ido a'ot thlmk that ][ can be i^st«k<^ii j|UMn |ti^ 
uook'v^^ idi niy xnoiipii to tbiiert' tbe ItJSij»ju^''j5^ 



s.vr|^g opered thUr'a|»eitdmem^ 
ilves and etibseqncoily ik this'bcwy, 1 was 'denouncesllrl ,pert*tti secjti<i!]Di| ae « '^ifgryex- 
sctiositfl, a dctt-irh-Esf*— etui tatny othei kbd arsd polsie tfrpas ©f.^^ilju iijjpprt, 
applied ih sie, and my nioie was published ia c*rt&i^ Bs\jp«papej» wjth black m'ikrSU 
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dr&wn around it, with the view of eoneentrating popular odinm upon me a nd the party 
to wiucb it is my pride acd pleasare ttT belong. And now, sir, the very measure which 
drew all these snftthenias and denanciatiohg opoo my devoted headf is now r«pre8ented 
by tlie Senator from South Carolina as a meaeare of deadly hostility lo Southern inter' 
ests ; a meaatire calculated to limit anrf dijEinish the area of slavery more thas any ect 
of the Government during it« whole history. Be this as, it may, I think that Southern 
gentlemen ahocld not complain of the meaturc after having given it their united vote on / 
several occasions. 

Mr.-BtTTLER,, Will the gentleman allow me a single word t Will he dp juetice to 
the Soothern gentlemen by saying thst they voted for the Mifsouri compromise a< a 
peace oSering, after they had found the country brought into jeopardy by the VVilnsot 
proviso T They acqaieiced in it as a peace offering— aa a compromiae — and not as giv- 
ing up thtk ri^ts. 

Mr. Dooatia. ^ no underBtandk. x 

Mr. Bdtlse. One word concerning my colleague, (Mr.CALHOCjf.) I think the Sena- 
tor fratii Illinoia (Mc DpuGUts) ii right in eitying ihat my colleague voted for the anaend- 
ment to the Oregon bill, but throughout the whole discussion 1 think be took occasion to 
say thati though he acquiesced in it, he did not approve of it. 

Mr. DoaaLAS. I take great pleaenre in saying that I believe the Soathem gentkmea 
did Tote for the Miseoori compromise as a peace-offering and a com^prt^mise. It was of- 
fered by me and received by them in that spirit. B^it I must be permitted to say that it 
fteenie somewhat extraordinary that that which they all voted for as a compromise and 
e oeace-offeying should now be denounced aa an act of Northern aggression- Because 
it was trndered and received as a peace-offering, it should never be called an act of ag- 
gression. In regard to the effects of the Missouri compromise upon the question of sla- 
very I have but a few words to say. I'do not think thai it did have any practical effect 
on that question, one way or the other. Missouri wa« admitted into the Union with 
slavery. This must necessarily have been done, whether the compromise had been 
fected or not, for there was no rightful mode of prever ting it. The liouisians treaty, 
under whl<:h Missouri was purchased from France, stipulated for the admission into the 
Union according to the CoDsfitation of the United States. The faith of the nation was 
pledged, and must have been redeemed. Their right to come into the Union ss ft State 
being conceded, it is very clear that they posseaaed the rigjit to farm for themselves juat 
each a con^itation a< they pleased, provided it did not conflict with the Constitution of 
the United Stales. Aikansas was then a slave Territory, and no one seriously tboaght 
of changing its character in that respect, except by a vote of the people interested. The 
substance of the Missouri compromise line, therefore, was that west of Missouri and 
Arkansas slavery should be prohibited norlh of 36° 30'. Thna slavery was prohibited 
by the positive enacttnent of law in all that region of country extending from 3S degrees 
30 minutes to the foity-nicth degree of north latitude. But, while this was the txpress 
pTOvision of the ststeff, elavtiy was ss^effectually excluded from the whole of that coun- 
try, by the laws of nature, of climate, arid production, before, as it is now by act of Con» 
gre»s. The Missouri compromise, therefore, had no prtcLical bearing upon the question 
of slavery — it neither csiruiled nor extended it one inch. Like the ordinance of '87, it 
did the South no harm — the North no good — except that it had the effert to culm sod 
allay an unfortunate excitement which was alienating the ai^ctioos of different portions 
cf the Union, 

The itext and last of the series of complaints against the North was " the exclusion 
of the South from Jbe whole of the Oregon Territory," It is difficult to comprehend 
what (he Sen&tor fyota South CarolUia means, to what act of this GpTernmeot he refers* 
yrhtm he speakt a the South having been excluded From the vvbole of the Oregon Ter- 
ritory. The law of 1848, establishing a Temtorial Government for the people of , Ore- 
gon, is the oiijy act of Congress ii^ which slavery ia named. It is true that that act did 
contain a clause prohibiting slavery ; 'but it will hardly be said by any ouq familiar with 
the. history ot ihtt Tftritcry and itg legislation, that j{ bed the effect to exclude slavc-'-y 
from the Tert(tory. That effect had b«en produced, by law and ia fact, year* beforfi by 
the cctiou of the people thetnseives. It will be recollected that several thonaand Arnct- 
dUt citisena took up their reefdence itt Oregon during the continuance of tla treaty of 
" joint cccQjMUion," a« it was tailed in those daya, which precluded the estayieihroent of 
« re^l&r GoTcm'in«!nt either by'the United States or Great ©riti^in. In the abaeace of 
any Giber Govemmeot to afford ihem protection, these people estabKshed one for wem- 
selves, which was known as the Provisionai Government of Oregon. By one of the ffin- 
diumentt! articles of that Go rem ment slavery was forever prohibited in that Tenitory. 
Thi» profeibiiio-a crpressed the unauiinotis sientsiEeat of the people, and ai'iitjijjd 
sdtfeott'; one dlsaentLi} voice. The p^^pk of Oregon lived quietly and hajjpily uyder 
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this Provisions! Govenimem for a period of abont twelve yejivs, if my reeoHectioB wires 
me right, hek re Congress pftesed ihe Territorial bill cf which the Senator Bow compUine. 
That bill, eo f l os the questioc of tlmvesj was ooncemed, did noihinf iBor?, than to re- 
enact and aCirrx the law which the people themselves had previously adopted and rlgor- 
OTJslf execKtei for the period of twelve years. It was a mere dead letter, without the 
eiightest effect upon the admHisioD or cielttBion of slaver)' ; &>nd, in the langnag* of the 
distinguished Senator from Msseechusette, in his late speech, it was " an entirely aoeless, 
and, in that connexioa, entirely aenseiees thing." 

Scppote this prohibition of slavery had been e?ricken o»f, and the bill of 18^ had 
been passed wiihout any provision upon the subject, ae "he Sanatcr frotn Sonih Csrolma 
at that time proposed, arsd now thinks osght to have been the case, wooid not the legal 
and practical effect have been precisely the same. The lavF* of the Provisional Govern- 
ment would have rcniained in force, unless repealed by the people, and ih»re ic no reason 
to suppose that a people who had voluntarily prohibited slavery by s unanimotis vote, and 
sustained the prohibition wiihout a marmur, for twelve years,' would have chanredi their 
policy suddenly, and withoot any ostensible reason. How, then, can the exclusion of the 
South or ot slavery from Oregon be set down to the account of Northern aggressions 
and Southern grievances ? The North had so hand in it ; nothing to do with it. It was 
the deliberate and exclusive aoi of the people of Oregon tbenosrlves. It was doae in 
obedience to that great democratic principle that it is wiser and better to leave each com- 
tnunity to determine and regulate its own local and domestic affitirs in its osivn way. 
It was done in the same way that slavery has recently been prohibited in the new State 
of California— by the free and united action of the people inhabiting the country. This 
principle of action first introduced free imtitutions upon the continent. It will be recol- 
lected that at the ti(ne of the declaration of indepcnde&>>.e every one of the original thir- 
teen were slavehoJding States, and at the peried the adoption of the Constitution of 
the United States there were twelve slaveboiding and one free State. Since that time, 
by the operation of this gre«t principle of allowing each State and sefsrate community 
to decide this question for itself, six of these twelve slaveholding States have abolished 
slavery and established fieedom ; while Vermont and Maine, which were car%Td out of 
those States, have also beconne free States. Andy notwithstanding the ordinance of 1787, 
the Missouri compromise, and all the kindred measures, under wha ever sante, all the 
new States which have been admitted iijto the Upion, vnth clauf •« in their coastitulioitis 
prohibi ing slaveiy, became free States by virtue. of their own choice, end not in obe- 
dience to any congressioisal dictation. I undertake to say that there is not one of those 
States that would have tolerated the institution of slavery within its limits, even if it had 
been peremptorily required to have done so by an act of Congr*^. It is a libe} upon the 
character of those pe<)ple to say that the hone«t sentiments of their hearts were saiot):'- 
ered end their political action upon this qnestiorr coastrsjned and directed by an act of 
Congrese. Will the Senators from Ohio, Indians, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa make 
liny such de^(.-itiing adimssion in respect to tbfit cc-nstitui^ncif B? I will never blacker* 
the character of my own Scate by such an admission, and I know my coUcsgue too weii 
to harbor the iboaght tfaot he wall allow it to be said of her with impunity. 

The Sena icr troni South Carolina, after going through witis the catalogue, of Northera 
ftggreasioas and Southern grievances, propounded the important interrogatory, whether 
ihe Union could be saved, and then gave the answer, which I will read : 

" But cam this be done I Yes, CRsily ; act by the weaker party, for it can of itself do 
nothing, not even protect itself ; but by the stronger, '^be North has only to will it to 
aooomplish it ; to do justice by conceding to the South an equal jright in the acquired 
territery, snd to do Iter kltity by •csiuuag the etipniaiiout illative to fugitive siavet to be 
fcithWliy fnifiiled ; to ceas* the agitation ii£ the slaVe igaeBtion, and to provide for the In- 
Bertion of e provisibn in the Ctmsrdtutioa, by «a amendmrnt, whi<!h wii! resiorv to the 
South in mbeteoce the power she ^toeaess^d of proteeing feeraelf before the equilibrium 
bftween tb« secticsae was destroyeO by the action ef this GoversBsent. Thete ■rill be 
Iko difficulty io devising such a proriticn, oiie that will protest Uie South, and «»hidi at 
the Mine lime wili inqtrov^e and atrvngthea tbe GovenKaeat iiuat«Kd ^ impakitig cad 
weakwng M." :/ 

Ttte 6m oondition i« tbtt the North is to " do jaatk^ by conceiiag tiw Bostb 
e9»l ri^t in the Keqair^d territory. Tius shrim, that tb« Koitb aho^ 4o lan&vt.ta 
tSw! South, u fepeat^d y <-r^ times ic the coufse of ih* Seaattos'a ^teedt. To do jastiee ! 
There is Bometltj^g oSei^eive in the very expresei^sx—- iojplyifflg that we are siot now,aad 
have riot always i>een wiliiug to do justice to every portion of the Union, aad to every 
State and indindaa! in it. If it be the scrioug desire of tbc Souiii I'vpieserve ^sce snd 
itarmoEf with at. they sboiuld at least use courteous and respecifal Isi^gaage towards las. 
There i« ao people oa earth more scniptilous in the ohaervaace of the gfinciple* of iustice 
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in *li reUtious c>f life thsn tke Northern Sitti'S of ihif rmoc. We are prrparpJ to 
recognisa ill yoar ngtto tnd so pr rfonm ali of our duut-.s oader the Consiitjition. Wt 
may dt&r sometimes u to the extent of those rigiits and dntiee, snd vheeever stsch d:f- 
J«fe»Q<>fi of opiuien do srise w« nee &lwiay« disposed to exainine and discuss them in & 
^rit of himem *i»d ksndnetB, and ■with no otiiei 6eeiTe than to Mccrtain and do juetice. 
iiow you require us to do jusiice iff coacehag to tb« Soath a.n eqnel right iri the 3C(}air- 
ed territory. W* do coQcrde thia vo lie fu,UMt estent, clairB tvothmg for our- 

seifes as oae of ihe, gecgrrspnicai drvisiorif of tb« Unior,, and are Mitiretj- Wii'i^^g to pltce 
fo*i oa Kfttiility wish bs in tbia neepcct. Omj poation i» thst neubcr itie ^\«^lh nor the 
Sauh, as sech, havv any Eigbu there at all. 

Biii foo »ay that we propoee to prohibit br Isw roar er«igrsting t<? the- Tfrriicries wira 
yoar properly. We pn>p«ae no wob ihing , We rers-pnies yfrnr right, in cowtTsi n i»Hb 
our own, w emigrate t» the Ttrrisonce with yo«r propeny, end there hold end tmcy fi 
in eubordiaaiioo to the laws yoc may find in force in the conniry. Those iaws m some 
re»pect» differ from oar owo, a« the Uwe of the various States of this Union very, t>i) 
8ome poiats, ftora the laws of each other. Umae epecies ol property art? excluded by 
law ia mo»l of the Siasee, aa weii as Territones, as i.eiag unwiee, iBimoral, or contrary 
to the principka of sound pahiic policy. For instanoe, the banker is prohibited froni 
emigrating to Miaesotix, Oregon^ or Caiifomia, with hie bank. The bank may be pro- 
p«fiy by the Jaws of New York, hut oesaes to be bo when taken into a State or Territory 
where banking is prohibited by the locai law. So ardeni Bpirits.whiskey, brandy , all the in 
tcixicsiing drinks, are recognised and protected as property in iO(»t of the StBtef , if not ill 

them; bat no ciiiaen, whether ^^^omA^e North or Stioch.can take this species of properly 
with him and hold, sell, or use it at hiapleasnre, in ati iLe Territories, becauw it is prohibited 
by the ioc&i law — in Oregs n by the statutes of the Territory, and in the Indian country 
by the act* of Gongreas. Nor can a man go there and take and hold bis sieve tor the 
saaie reason. Theae laws, ttoA many othens involving similar principles, are directed 
«igaiaat no eeotion, and impair the rights «f no Stat* of the Union. They are laws 
against the mtrodectaon, sale, and ose of specific kinds of property, whether broughl from 
the North or the South, or from foreign cottntries, 

The next Ronditi«A prescribed by the Senator from South Cardina ss one of tine 
teems upon whicb the Union can be preserved and the South continsie to "-emain witb- 
ia it, ia th»t the North will do her duty by causing the stipulations relative to fugitive 
skves to be taithfully fuMUed " Her* the proposition is a8sert«d that it is the duty of 
tb« NoHf^m Statu uoder the Constitution to canst the stipUlatioB telative to fugitive 
skavea to tie fulfilled. In the earfy history of the Govemmeat such «ras the o|ttnioK and 
pifictioe of Itbe Nwrthern 8tat«s. Thc^y enacted laws for thk purpose, and made it the duty 
iff their own officers to execute tbem. But soon Congress interfei-ed and claimed Iw 
iteieif the po^er to cany tiliat ptorision of the Constitution icto effect by its own legisIntioR. 
The ^wer wm ^lus i«testodfn»m the hands of the State authorities and swallowed up by 
CongTBss. A eooJBct nectsasarifj arose between the laws of Congress and those of tke 
States npoB this sttbjcet, when t^kC Scprenae Coart of the Uiuterl States put an end t»? 
the «;raruvf:r»^y, bj de.<-.idiiig th.tkt tLf- i^^hx fcrsd of pKrvidtr^g <£m the *ie«;_uUoB ct 

that ckuse of the f onstttution was. in Coii^eae tnd n 1 in the Stfctea. The N'arUi, tn 
in duty bound, acquiesced ia the demion. which striiiped them of the authority , e»'i i4 
course .absolved them from the re«?{>©n8ihiUtj of doing that which the S«Bator fiom 
CaUlliM now c\dsm at their hsxide us one of the coaditions fat the preservttiioe 
of the tJnioc. "ftierp msy !:»« defiecU, end dottbtSeas we, in existing acts of C^ngfnass 
Wpoa this subject. Yhey should of course be roiaedied, and 1 must reoaind tiae Sesiaisr 
that U ia M mxuAi his duty iouie to devise ih^ remedy, end of the 3oiitb h well tu of 
tjb<i NoK^ \i> f^j, it. . tJfm tim ipt^ect, ei &t> amtta^t ^ fugjtiw tram aertiioa^ 
(hciKffM^ bew>a^{pw«a4 fi^r ^(JS«pU«»tj wmI suade^^btadiy », balfo my yuam ithm 
hm- «n»tly exaggwiited. W* ta Uimim. find no dtefficul^ in presarnnf iriaBdly wla- 

mifk neighboirs ia Misaotwi and Kentucky. We itve near eaoi^gh to 
ethfir to «a4«M»teftd tsad appreesate ihe ehjtraff.t«!s, sonduet, aad iwrttyes of each H«nee, 
t-.aaipsj-*.uvt,h- fj-*aLii»g, we hai^e no jiiStkilurs. tt^t jH*«.>i4e ^{ NVs-t-teja 'Virgiiiis, 

MaiflftHt. W IWaw«», wftth tfaek naghbam •crtst the Itoe. »ti« iatupsily 
•sppM* iim^ htei^ all Jsk^Hg ifaic Mae bodkat»g ou the free sad aisve State*, wocdd be ttke 

WeiMT Bota v«««d«i>wtt dknxirimffis^ 6^ Oanvecitiiotts fhMQ thi$B« pec^ 
t^bey fee^id oiukntfta^ the Ok««ea Hr-i eitfent otfthe evfi, mm! "know how aitich retfli^ 
iMse» iprit iBtit<vrD«n we b^old Tennont and South Cerohfaa, Ifew Haropishire 
»ad AJahama, CoeHftctieat asd LdEii^ane, their sufferiDgs are utterly intoIemWe ! And 
this for the h»¥. ■ 'Mu^m.^.. They hsv* -i-erj Letle or ko pprsciiaJ k^o^'V-fg-e cf 
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otW, tinea &idnte, ccjviitkoB, tkitd-^iaintBbanse Tbty Kf# li«li)e tM> to impoeod wpcm Jtj 
aiij 'nttn who is mischievous or uDprindpled enough to pracUce the impoetlioiitj Hiid 
prefudicwe of each, the re8«lt «f tg»ot*nx», pre^>»re their flsodB (o noeive as true tb« 
grooest aiandcr aKUoot ih« other. H«nce we find thtet th« war mfes^fiiiieiMrl; betw**n 
Ijaeee extrMnM, wboae positiotts )3i«oSa4« th« idee of tbeir havi&g any rtd ftiemgrcm ic- 
i«'ped IB Che otmsfie, orimBg rttie to corap»«b«5d tlM tm« merit* sfthe eontiwvMVt. 
U i« a» tBipcnfilVie to ^ » Caro&ei&i) no ooM^irabead »nd Rppreciate tb«s che.r«cle¥ af tbe 
pec^pU 6iid iiwiU'vu&aw of tb« .> otth, u it i* ^ an «hi4ita»aBi to aadorstand true cmi • 
dition of thing* in the feowtfe. 

I D ovf piasf to the conBidei-stion of the remaining condstian i»K*L«id on W <4ie Sesuttor 
irom >^i>ui.h r&ralius as esf>e»D»l to the p'«ierv8Uon of the Uriio.r ; 

" 1 0 pumde for the mseraoo of • pro*ias<o in the Ct>!i»t.Ui>i i i-, by tci MiieuJ£Bftii.t, 
■srhirb wilt restore to the !So«th in eiabstancc the power she poAessBed ui j^i t>ve';tiE g hw- 
« if ti€;tor«- the equilibriuu hetwmn the «eii7t5ons wa» destroyed by the acdon of thi* (ro- 

Wit^iout referemoe U) the toeiilt of the propoMd a««idtM)Hta, I ant wilhngt 6 kUk- 
mrd the preJjdltoii ihat th* moAbaro BtAte* wtU ooBKtiBt to »« •MMR^nMrnt 4kf 4k« 
ConatiUiitiaa whieb «hatl be f)roii«otb(S utti^ a tbrtw^to cistKri«e ^ Uawfe. We 
*Te not in th« ba^it {d inakiii<r «aii <£h*Bgiag <coiaalstiitiaBa *« tbat w*y. ^ hi<RBe«er y»u 
have any ainendinent to prop««, we wil! eiamuie it <n?«$fi]Mj and dwjMMioitatcify. nwiif 
we epp-^ove we wiiU adopt it, and if not, w« wkli N^ttct it W • mm wtUinf io abide by 
the CousU»-itton m it ia^ aiid perfbrm with 4<'>^it;p, eoery duty md obiif «tion it <ie- 
voWes upon us. We wiii potect a)^ your hg^ta wniSer the Constitution as h waeiAaAo 
bv <.>ur fathers ; but when joa go beyond that, demand vour righte under ih«C<Ma- 
sbt'^/tiors ii it to kt. We know not what yon mean 

When the ameitdaBent Us the ooiis^tuttan aiiAdad to the Seoator ^om Smi^ Csio- 
lins shaU he presented to us ia Avm form, w» iwUi be b(MX«- ebke to judge of iM ttiette, 
1 ihcitk the i^natiM has aeed eooagh ts i»4io«to pr^i^ clearty the Idea be intend«d to 
convey. As T uaderirtend htm, he desirea autib «n msKmttsnent am febtdi ptipoiate Unt ia 
alt ti me to cocoe there i^I be an equiiibriutn between ih« free oitd aiivehftidinji; fSHAUm ; 
in othe) words there shell fclweve be sis many alaveholding as free Biktt« is thu tJnton. 
In my opinion, the Jtdt^on aand exacntion of such a coQBtitutiotMLt pKwision woak) be a 
monai and phTsicai aropossiinlity. la the fkmt }>i«FVi, it is aat to !fae preeumed that the 
people of the free States nou^ eser agree to aoc^ an«aieRdin«nt4o tb« CaMitittitbBt«Ad 
seoondiy, if they ehoskk, it would he impoaaible t« icarry it jnto eSeAi- I ifavc «li«adj 
had occaauon to remark that «t the^ tisas of the adttjAiotz of the Ckktstitutiao tbeite wt^ 
tVFei«ie siaveholdiug States aiui tKStf vm Ire* State, aad of K^oee twi^va, six <iif them iMve 
suace abolished «bivery . This iiutt ati&m* thai thacmoae of ^ecdoiu bis eCeMliiy a»d ltr£b- 
)y advftnoed, whiie etavery has Keoeded in >ihe eatnc nitie>, W« «i1 kwik fo^iu^ 
con&dence to tb« time when IMswrnra, Mmryfend, VitigiiMa, £«atncky, aaid hCksmM, 
xfti proh»bSy JVwtb Cau><iii»» tumd Ttammem-^^ wii( adupf). s gnAvai *jy£f:m etumekpt- 
Vt.th, tfiidts dtt aper»tM>a of whx h thixw t^Uttus mu» in ^nxtaem of tuae U)(u>Bm> irm 
hi tb« mean tinio we hswte ■* vsmi temvnry ittretdbmi, h&at t&e MiasiKiiffii the fV^, 
vrhtdi u raptdij fiiii&g tup wii^ & Imcd;, e&terpwng, ud induuMrioit* p fwt atiioit, tet^ 
e»oi«|:h ia hrm at Wat ae ref ^ wit i new ^coe Btstei, mmiktHof whii«b me-mttg ««J^t to 
aee repreeeiited in thi« body during our day. Of these, I tai»;Uatcttet tMMr «Bm belili^. 
«d out of Oraeok, Ibve out bf oiiriascea«M|«iiati(n ftam MeixicD, ioeiodlog ttie f*eatni State 
eif Cfthfomia, two Ofut tike ^^anitorjr of MimQaota, sad nm4»» avA «if the eoUllM? 
UIMHi the Miaaoan fiver, iAcivding MtebsMka. I thiitit 3 am mIb in ftaaahitai| titk -M^ 
of chew will he fine TMBtwiea aoid £naiBt«t«4k trbRMr 0«t9i««i4»li |t(«htlMt«to«iK»jr 
«t not. Now» whaffe mn> to<»d jAve* MVtlM^ twtthwMMlt «to 

bid«noe thew eeventsesi iiiws Teirtitad^ or«»an may um of th«ai ^ Witt^nM ht^lMMv 
tee in Texas ^ 1 haw t^kuuij ehoWn tim, it Texas «haQM b<i disridsd iute i4« StitM, 
af^'-os-diiig to t>*e i«H»o}«4.k*M f.f snsnesiaaijoB, st kuSk tJsw ©f Itots WOittd in kit p«i^*rt9i% 
he iinnt., ftiMi l»( limi mmw&l, Wiong jrthers, I h««e eimmumi txty wnieot KKpri^MtKaaai* 
LhM Texs« would nmr tiomsnt tetha aabiiwiiiioh. WiU ^m wiiam ail !e«xlc« if 
^da, atieaaliwea^ «iK«( jthe «wb^ij<«w» wkU he fiae afc«»M, 8f tbt *<law «r'4ate 

er if tbe doctiiae akali pmrail ef ^ftariug the peopicle do m Uvejr fdidw. I repAil the 
q«estiaD, whetc is the teaQfan; adK(ttad>t» risve labor, ottt ttf whioli new «inve SlMnfe'4Hh 

possibly be f >rr^ ? Th<Hr» Wi n«!s->~nib>ne ell WeBB«fRl*olL«t.ttuliig* ««tht)y«i3A, 

i>.%.d tftJb s sJ fr&akiy wrfft tot snoiher a'te-out them. Theatati* ha srapttitable 

U'uiii» u? f :ir,ai'---~,r.j;i:; ; but u wei thus thea ftSte&UeSa dii-sty be wdl**^ to ib«m., thtt 
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the$ jmy extw^m theaa snd decide &t thesaseives wbieliier the^ ore uot in re&Mty vxidc - 

Thm, sLr« the propoutkm oS Uie ^nafaw from Seu^li Garoima is entireij iinpracUc»- 
ble. U is ako ^nadmiasible, if practicabi*. It woaid rei olutionize the funilamenul 
peisicijplee lb« G<» ernBfleijt. If would destwy tis* great principle of popular equality', 
which muBt necesaaray forsn the ba«« of mi free mattuticMtf. Il vrocid be a retrograde 
mi»*etaerjt in gi» n^e of progrese that wottld astoBt^ the worki. The people of the 
UniMsd St»tet wiU never SBtertsda the proponBtioa, much lea* adopt it I tpest m pc»R - 
tiTc aiid gie.aera! terms, pei-hef* too geners.L as I ha^e tio autboritv to epe&k on ttit 
quc«i\4n foj taj oce bat tujaelf ji 

March 14, lb50, 

Mr. DOUGLASS resumed ^4 condude«i his i^ieecii as follows-- 

I regret. Mr, Presidenlj tkat 1 am coccpelleJ to trespaw further on the linae of five 
Senate. It i^as my intentkon and deake to btt*e cootJuded reeterd^y. When I yieldeti 
te a motios to adjourn I waa diBCU«4ng the proposed ainewiment of the Beuato! from 
South Carolina, to the Conatt^^ttoa, ta rest^treand perpv '<iite She sqailibriuin between the 
£i«e and th« siaveboldio^ 'Btatea. Tluw I regard as entire); iQadmi««ible~as m<>r&lly asd 
pbysicaiiy iaipoMiible, in say event 

1 now pass to *i»other question wbicb ha« Iwers iBtToduced into thie debate lo the 
course of a deauitory diatumion aome weeks ago, I c«me auder obiigation to the Sena 
tor frouB Miasiaaippt (Mr. Da'»ib)2« eatabiiah the propoHttion, that at the time of ihe ar 
qaiaition of Caiifornia and N«w Mexico aiavery was prohibited by law throughout the 
Republic of Meiico, and thai, by virtue of the treaty and the iawa of natioiiK, that prx>- 
hibition c4>ntta>jeB to be the Jaw of the land in the Terrnone* acquired, and icuat retna-in 
m force forem, ixnleaa repealed by rompeteat authontj. Since that discusfion took 
place the Senator from Miasissippi ha* made a ap^ecb upon the subject, in w hich he re- 
ferred to abd quoted all the laws of Meiico beariug upon that point, with the eicepUon 
of the provision in the «x>HHtituUon of 184.3, cot/firming the previous laws, and prohib 
itiiig slavery in all Mexicxi. From tliia it would seem that the point at issue between m 
was in regard to the efiect of theee lawa, and not as to (iteir existence, Jlf the &tteiilion 
of the Senator had been called io the conatitntionid provisioii to which I have alluded, 1 
must presunoe that there woold have been no difiereitce of opinion between us, even iii 
regard to the effect and vakdkty of those lawa. in the mean time the distinguished Sena - 
tor from Miaaouri (Mr BtsTos) has iiuade an ar{f»ni«at upon the question in wh (h b.e 
reviews alt the laws and audjiaHiUea upon the subjeet, md eatabliehes the ^to^iuon for 
which I mnteaied in a maimer »« «(wtciunve as to remove all doubt upon it Any tlan g 
that i might add would weaken rather than sttengt^en the force of that argumput I 
vfUl thJinsfiFff, adoj.«ithe gjwwtfcb of the Senator from MisBouri on this pi-.i.r.t, and ask ih.t 
f»e-aitt»,« fixiUi ls4.5*fciaijippi ti> wAi^'pt it iti diKiiargr of my (i»t»!!ttt«r ' ' |Krn Ui(- (rtb^r 
brarkdi of the proptMoxi^a — to wit, itnat vh* laws i>\ Mexico prohititCiftg t-li^ftrv luw rt- 
snaiu the iawsttf the latui in Calkfornia and New Mexico, by tmw. of xim irenrj t ibt 
laws of natioKs — i will quote only one authority, aud leave the case to rest ufKni it 

I r«ad from the case of the AjnerisaB Ixcautance Uon^pai^y et al Canter, in 
Pe*er'« Reporta, paigjca 64S-'4 : 

" The tts&fe <of ttte wcrld ia, If a ii«tiiH> be not entirely sufadued^ to cuneidet the hold- 
ti^ of the eoaqwuti faariit^ a« a mere military occupftticm until its fate shall he. d«tei 
Tmifi^ (Kl the tmt^ of iMitoe. if it bstsedad \ff ibe tnaty, ti. itoq^kitioB it coufinoned, 
s&d tba ccided teniuwy lMc«»ae8''« pait of ^ notiim to whaukt i» annex«td, cithcsr ob the 
teroofi stipulated 48i ihs tieatj of casttOB, m om aoeh m ita aew £uaatei ahalt itnpose- Dti 
each tivnsf«F «f terutorjr, it he* new htm heidthoi the retatMrta nf the inkahit<»iU 
viak fuA < (ire*- unierpi amy t.hm/r(. Their rriatioos with Iheir former aovereign art 
^^aaoivied, iu»d new reiaiMXta arecre^e4 between Unemanid liie Go^isHinriCKt whi?b 
4Ii2Uadthi«r tarntwr?. Tkut MiEke«ot wliL%ch trutrfen iiuiti eoutatry traosftvs the atiie- 
SUincc of ^KMc wnu ffeiDBis j&it; snd tti^taw, whicfa eaay be deoboiinated poL dc«t, l» 
ncoBOMafiiy <^umgei, aUkougk that uJdeh reguiiii» tkt tnlerccurae tmd gm/rsl wn^ad 

ind/mdmda rtmaim i% firu «mtt{ altend try ^ nmviy>«realed poww (d t^ie Btat«." 

Here we fuitsi th»t '* it has iw*cr b««n held t^Mt ibe relatitsm <rf tb« mhalatante wit^ 
each other oedergo any chajage.*^ TIms "taw dcnomiDatai politieal" o!s5y i* changed. 

but thfei f.oliUcid law ie will appear by tlw A>ll?fwiBf f««s«ge from the sairie deeiBion: 
Li bs>t \i*v.i\. Blrwi»j}T k'.tU-ii t^»*'i ill the k'w* vshkii wm ssi ffe'ct in n^nda tt-luk i, 



th« rektioni betw^f/en the people and tljeir Crvjvereipi, reia&ined in force UBtil altered by 
the GOTernment of the ('nited States/*' 

Thif i» the doctrine of the Sttpremc Coort of the United State*, in fcn opiniou deliv' 
€"m3 by Chiief Justice MBrehell, and coBcurred in hy &Vi the jndget. I csmli ?yote manj 
othtiT dedsion* of the saioe cmtrt, to the amme eSect, but thic viC aoffioe. Thus it ap- 
pear ihat, when acquired New Mexico and California, the adt orlreatf whk& trana- 
ferred to us the territSTj also tranafetred with It tdl the U.wt in fbret a! flus time 4!xe*Rpt 
those relating to the allegiance of the inhalMtiuitc to the Oot«i4unmt Mexico. Thia 
rule it of coarse subject to the farther lisxttatlon of anch lawi at were incoasistcdat widi 
the I oast tution of the United l*t«w*, and the fundamental pnod{dea of our (rovet^mcait. 
Of ihis ch»!»cter u the law creating an eatabliahed chords as a jpirt of the goranutteat of 
the That and ail other kws inconaiatent with oar form of Govaraioaeat becaoM 

rc«d bj ihe treaty. But s law adopted by the peojdie thenaaeSTea^ prohibiting alaTetj, 
cannc't i^e deemfvJ of that character. Sls^ery, then, is prohibited in ali the countrj ac- 
quired from Meiico bj a fandamental law — s constitutiona! provision adopiad bj tfc« in- 
hibitants of the country, and whidi nsuat coiBtlnue in force forever, nnieaa ^^>eftiad by 
coHipeteni authority. Thu doctrine w nt* new with ma. nor m it now »dvanaed by ma 
for the f>rBi tinie. I advanced it the first time ihs Wi^ot poniao waa ever pm^caoi ia 
the House of Eepreeentatives as an aotendiDent to the two miiiion biii. On thia p»inl I 
trust I wdl be excused for reading a paaaagtt irom that admirable work, Wbe«k«r • Bio- 
graphical and PoUucal History of CemgnmA, ^tsaking of myaa^ the asikm, whe was 
at ^st time a reporter in tb« Hooae, says: 

" H« (Mr, D«»cfiLAB) opposed the incorporation of the Wiktnot proviao into (he two 
&iid three iBiiliob UUs; he iteiieved the proper time bad not cook for aetioB on titat eub- 
ject it wft» unneceaoaiy at thie time, he argueii, to agitata a ^ueation which pisctutaUy 
might ne^^er ariae. Slaver;^ wot new prahihtted in Mexico. If tmy portion »f that 
country \/undd be anmextd io tht Vn ted Statee, without a»y itifmiati^n bang ma^e 
on tKui point, the txii-iing hwt would remain in force »ftv « tkty wert mnaittenS 
with our Comtiti'tum, until rrptabd by compHent mjihority. Thtet anUiority mat 
be either CoDgreae or the people of the Tamtory. If Oongreaa, then the North huve 
the power m ita own hand*; if the peo;^ of the Terntory, they would be 1»ft to dewdde 
ihe question ior themaeives, according to tibeir own wiabea.** 

I now come to oonaider California ac a State. The queetion ie now preaented whndier 
we wil) receive her as one of the Statee of thia Union, And, air, why ahoald we notdo 
it ^ The proceedings, it ia eaid, in the formation of her conatitutton and 8tate Govern- 
ment have been irregnler. If thie be ao, whoae fanit ii it^ Not the people of C!«lifonaia 
certainly, for you have r«faeed, for the period of two yeara, to paas a law in poraofenee of 
whiob the proceedmge could have been regxclar. 

Sureiy you wilt not puniah the people o{ California for your own rina; aifla of omU- 
afons, tf not of conimiasicm The people of California were endtied to a goveinsMnt, 
ought to have had one, and it ii not their fiuilt that one was not given to thm. Nor 
was it my faalt It will be recollected by every Senator preaent, and I tmtA the fact will 
not bfc forgatter^ by the oouotry, that more than one year ago, in December, 1 848, I 
;j.';-u>;Li ,:j » Ui'i to fciFiLoFu* tbt fitruple of t'aSifc>ri:t» to iorm a corisUtuitjon snd Siate 
if^i-en; t, and to come iiAa the UnioB- Had that paased, she proceeding* would 
hBv* iMfen regiulai, E»ery shbEig wowSd have been preacribed by law, and done aooimi- 
hig to Uw, i^o that the moat faetidioua could have foiiad nothing to compiain of The 
people of CsiiJomis would then have done in obedieice to law ^eciaely wfaattiiey have 
doKe wkiliout kw The previout aasent of Congresa would have be«n given, &c ^uaM- 
c&iiuriB of vulere defined, the ooode of conducting «l«>ciioB« preaa^ibed« ^ UatK and [dacsa 
for the CoDvei^tian to asaem^ fisad, and, La aiuHt, all tlte miea otid fotam ot jprtwaed- 
ing wotdd have been established by i»w, aocoidcag to^ BMt «{qHm«d pnoedtrnta. X 
praaaed the paaaage of that btU upon Congtvat durietg tW wb«lc of tha laat^eamaUt ifWrn 
the ftrnt we^ until the last day. But it &iladt s>d vi^y i llw ar^rjKffito tu-$ed afaioat 
it were, stnong othera, that it W8>a unnecssaary t tinan waa no aattafs^ory vrtdeno* tiuil 
the {>ei>ple of that wuiitry desired it^ that if they -dsd, they cotkU form thdtr cooatitutkHk, 

ttli.i I'.'CBt-iil tiii;iuK:.iv<» i^i uAa^Miuii bl iliti raeisiulir WiiliCrui kit &Ct <tf Ck'-afTOSS &iith&- 

miug i\ just as waU u idth. Fr«cad#nt» w«»« nsferrad to f w daa parpoaa of showii^c 
that such a law was wh(»liy nm&oMaaary, aa in &e caae of VtsraKtai, TennaMee, Mutw^ 
Mickigw, and p«f4upa othm, iHisra nothsag of the kind waa reqairad. Weli, ^e biit 
wea dented, and ^ pdopla of CaKfonnu, •cting apiHi thea«» rnggottimaA, cttd rrihfkiy 
upoB the preoedenia cited, have fmned a oonatitution a»d preeentcd th«aarivief fi>r bd- 
mimoit . Now they are to be told that they c»nnot be received becasae Coag««a8 laieA 



pfi&a sucli a law, a&d Ihe procoediogs are irFogolsr without it. I do not precisety tm- 
(fcritaad what w roe&nt hy the irregrularity of tliose pKWJoedLaigs. I hve exaatiaed the 
proQsdWite iu &U the cases hi wbfn^ nwf <^t«i^ ado^t^'i into tbic Uni^n, from 

y.f>|na«^t to Wiac(M>Kh. I will oot £0 oyer then ia dj^l, aod ,p«iat out th« p^cuUmties 
in (tiaish cmb; tl^s^a^ biis h^n pa^cri^%4^« ^etwktaf A'QiQ Main^ in his speecb 
a^w, 4ft7H|k£^ ,' ^:$ip«e p)r«Qed^^ is ,x)(K,e«ttk^iiishf»d fule (ipon th« aub- 

oaoei «s><i^ Us Wo F«ca^az at^to of -faets. 

Toere ftw arv«ra] gm^ m ^ick ty re bav« heea qo preirioiw aaaeas <t>f Ceci^reat — ao 
oeosoc taken — n« gu&Ufic&ti&pf foi veAprs preacril»ed, aud, ixx ehert, w^hes i;h?j' were situ- 
prc^asely .M Caliiiiriya iioff is T&ew if no riue. mere fore, «*d i:uu»t^c.ti,'Jy cs-a 
^ flO ^fegv}&ritj. t think., however, that tiw f)r&ctiice which ha» general! v obiaiawi, re- 
c^tHf , of Drescribiog all these things by law, is a wise am, and eh&vld bs adhered to in 
sVi psies w!-.f ?t can be done withoui too great jaconwriience. My bi'l of last seastoa 
conformed tc iS^ij praciice, Jiad wa» detigaed to ^tile iht slavery and Tex&e boa'aiary 
qsxNtions jri s m&Tinct and topon pViadples which oiight to have beea aausfeciory w all 
^^^o^a <ti tbfl'nitm. It wsa uselefS to atiempt to conceal the fact that the slavery 
4(iefttipB -sras tiistorbhlg rtettient whidi kept t)p the agitstl »ti and deprived the people 
bfH&e Tert^tfcries of iow uftd govem^tfent. The TiOr^ 'feaired that the whole coutitry 
•hoSflSH Ktnfe hi forever freehand, «*ove ali.tha^ slsverT s-v 'd t)pt be extended by any 
aol «f dii* G«*incrtrt»lri i3»to territOT'3' ftow free, T^e So oatar^lly deaired th^t the 
c«niat97 iib«(iK<ilM ^>eh tc Aefir jM^Hsr institnttona, but • uat any founded ex- 
pHUrniM tlHrt:rfa*»7 wools ttrts go llwre, Th« South s^. J, however, that wliile aoch 
were her wishes inthi* respect, ahe did not inaidt m any k^ slstion itiher fevor — th^tahe 
tMiMwd ttpoR ihe point of feonor that ihenhacld not be excluded by an act of Con- 
gwaa. That rine wmid «ib«erfa%««ibiml to bt e«oiH4ed by the natural coarse of events — 

chs ia^^v of aatnm, «f «iiia»te, aasd of prodvctiAn— K>r k>y tiw decision «f the fieople in- 
habiii^ the «oiintrf . Bat «h« de»i«d tfae right of this <jkvemineai to exetude her pe- 
«Hib«r ifiMintitaitt from the Ttarr^oriea cif tl^ Ufiiteji States, when tiie people of those 
^emtariea wen got repr^iMed fae«e-^!M.t it ww a vieiatton of the spirit of the Con- 
ett^wtioB end of tbe prinoiplee of «ar iii«tit«ii«n6. Thia was the point of hoaor presented 
kijf i|e B«)«dAt. It M ^naecaasary hj^re to in^'te ^ow &ur it wea weii founded. My own 
«t|!i|iu^» apaft ti^at'point htye hwm ai^^bdyjunSkiMii^ exptaaaed. It ia appai'eut that her 
demanda at thst time only exteitfded V> ibe edtablishioejftt of A priocipletand aot to the ac- 
«oi?;pMafeB)«|i>t of any pracUiiai feivopiMi^ tp joiet own itvishe* «r interaate under the 

wrpi'Cip'^- Qfi ^be ether hand* it wae eguaily pleit^r . tlbit the J^orth could Imve rel&ained 
txum fiPf legivlatioa ^ii^n the .coiurover(«d poiuat withooi the aU^test ha^sard thatettivery 
yumii ever be ex;tfnd«id jto.one iacb of thftt ooitnttT. Ti^s was the ata^e of the coatro- 
yenjy when 1 ^ta^^i in my Jjill law aeaeton to autowiae the peniple of California to form 
a constitution and come into the Union am a State- J.t ahoold be borne in mind that my 
fim |»r«popitipn was to bring the whole of the oowayy ap9uired from Mexico into the 
tloion bs one, r^servittg iht right to ai^iFida ftU that «ortioD of it east of the Sierra 
Ifeyada, Mopiitaiag mtp fts in9.ny States aa Cpngressjahouid deternaiae. Ifcaukly avowed 
say opinions at tha^ tirne, that under thi« bin the «^ole «0Rntry would cotae in as a free 
^tsV'j «rnJ that ^ac^ bfits ^•arts woo^d be free, wliierj^vf-r a division should ls.k* pl^ce. 
Ffee^i however, riat by virtue of tn &e! of Qoagres*— far I 4o wM think vLbt Cun^ttii: 
ever made trvj- country ft■^e — ^btis by the decieion of the people inhabiting the ccjuviiry. 
djie ohly m. e guaranty of ?*eidom. I have no fa«{fe \n that iind freedotri whicU de- 
ptff0A Opoij ti^ wbrtrary enacttVienta of a power not iplected by, noir responsible to, the 
j^tetjple g^tt/j#fi. 1 have «o con^dence ija youT unalteRibti provisions in jfevor of free- 
iSd<**. to 'bfe fti«tten«<^ BpoA a pepplfe in oppi^iijon to their wishes aod agsiufci their sup- 
pi*^ httevsit. ^\ihfeiy cm never be texter»Ais)8te'd, flbferty can nmr be established asid 
ptitpiitmtti'hf iStafch itMsatt*. The idesire for fre« Institiitlonie moat ifSr« find an abiding 
okeiS^itte ti^Advt rite peep(e 6^4 ahoWa itadf k «ll t^ieir wotts. When a whole 
^fite 'vim-mibi'V^^^'-ilitli <Mlft« in eateOaSit^ideiH «tf free inktitaooos hr thenc- 
0lmit^thim'%S'nii^ '«» yteie tW their <^M<3r«n will lUAlmt^in and tfresa^m the liberti^ia 
ilM(»cwtKe4 lfa«nt bf ttmf h^tim. Tliaie W^ere tha prktdpk* aVc<ii«d by me when 
T^mfT <^ bili tti^on ik«! Sknate iiE«t ^mm, alsd when I veatbred the predictlmt that 
a^«««y wcwid km ife»«w 'exsslttdsMi 'uisjier il. 1 tafied opon tfes fJonb to (wsfffk-Tl it, be- 
0«aiH KiArr it wc 'imOe^dmcMmth that w« eoOtd (ie9ir»-'><4bft t-MAvmoa «f aiavery ftom 
i|ps'wiM^ Bmmibrf i»g a cMBAitctnaaai fwovtmon. i aiea «aU«d upoa tbe Soath to give H 
lyHrtiH^fSpt^ «paa ilbe .{trowid Aiitt wh^e 4k« ic«ati>try «m dcatisMl to befteeat itii events, 
1^ mtief 9^vsr^ nfmemn dH^ ^migbt ppw» tte. wm fine ftoDt the ^bjaetiane aeel 
atkitT%, b«d»m it seewtcd 4o thsm tbe.pwnt «f hoaoc. I jtben thongbt, and stiU 
h^yi^itat wh0« tbisrfc are t>wo imftdea »f Aooamp^ilbttts the Mitpe rasait, no matter how 
d«^iiShis, md ^e «ae uba^i^m *a4 joSea«b» ta large pftrtbn af the aomraunity, 



wyk ttM «nW i» not, tif rigte»-«imd<-d mttth^tff tntti Im* b lnMStt to mfMiA dti^- 
fMllttg «»r tRighbw^ cad fifttriotiMio' eaMfk td dei^ t]b!» p«tee kt^ tk'Mit^' 

^i^U!il>Wo«itd[.< For djtea^njtimnfe/l'tbu^fHftHii^ Sit-- 

Killed to are iMt agithtioB eeaw.lMl %» miiiih^ Wti otiiM i|)e 

MOW ti'mt tax h temiilted iij0v«i%ta«ntt «»%lle TnHtottet. t4 p iui t aofa ^ ' pffl u'^' 

I%isiHr «<« {<«M,i^«t^t b^ dy tK»t pari < Ae^n it iiidbr^^idKte: bat iii tidifT ' 
mtf W nittiAM, 7%e «aB>oAty «MMte€ i^iiihtM iii«> ftod I twweo ^ iufej^i^sc^ &"&«ir 
decisioG. I refer to xt MM hf vnif «l betaWBiif itftetf tinffif sapt^ tkgniif, sj^fit 

zByaeif Tigbt iters sftd' eisiPirtie^^ <Ml tfoe^^ ¥br ■ tinie M^nrnl to - id» c; 
rea»a»abte proepem tint tibe bill wedltf Woiilve'tbe «ppe« of b|*^ (iNSdo^t bf tfeie iJi^o^ 
and tic««im« m Iw kf eoiimm v^twitm^ Bttt «( tei^gtlk tilie ^itfAe BonOiot. mi!^ 
befsn to mtk* <it«iN«)iti««iMw *faMit it,«^ Ose fr^ond '&Bt, iaiu(timdii''u it wodSii 
bhag eae free StKte into tfae Unico «t eb«e> toob bt 4iHA«d ifitd Bb^^^oan^iM' 
U}*- «tn« «!ti*raeter, ft -wcmy dettroy lire eqUfSbtiMft, i^e |)riejp<>ddc:irfUic«! or^ 
power t» the fir«« om(iieifeTcAiMditKStMb«'ito'iAd«f OiAMi» now ttikd IbHn^r.' Oottw 
other iund, tfc« cictrmo vrtAg (iTf^oi^A^ni ir^e^MOMv tboM «rl^ wManto^ Hiiathe M'>- 
v&BM favfd of an gmt 3««ttilMHti >#ln^ ij^iStat ifetl%ktej(afi«i4 «r prilifttifei Iff' 

bbve dim>vere<i,jaM &btmt'titKt<tiiti«. &iU, p4^i« ctf^ Ci^rt£i« ifi^ aflo^vyt 

decide tbe qwMioB fbr tihetoMK^vec, MBtery '^iild \m etXkoSini avtf the 'Wtiole of 
cenntty *cqulrfd fi«tR M^ioo,«»d thut tinB MftittniOth £tkte of OiJ^^miE w««iM event*- 
aUf be wbdividod ifito'kalf a d«K«n<ei8Ve BUMet. 'thin rieW of tbe Mfajject carried a 
raa/orHif of oke'CectioiittgaiBit^tiie tfietwiK, ^irMle albent tht; «ain^ proportioD of tjie., 
otber cection oppoofd it faz tftMrUfi tfav «{ipAalt« viem. I'fciw tb^' fcUl way daftMte^^'' 
a union between ttioee two extneiaca, '■wfifcf rnotie n ie ttt aMid ac h erttA 'IttVe lESnrit^ beeiii 
80 ^riloae to the tMrttkttiy »«4 «K!fety «f tbe UoioH/ 

Yea, air, the e]ttt«ai«« met ttpoto ooAttuoti' ghnmd^han&otiMi^ and fhi^itiised spbit 
tkis queation. Tbey wer« «olabor«f8' in iV* ntAe work, li^ith k ciraim^A 
d«ieatuf t^ State Wii attd tfaen Juttified their tc/tiditbt "U) ibieir r^apiectWe conytittt- 
enciec by <atBigBing eppont* and tolitftadictlM^ reaRone. TVef deft«ted &t loeascre^ 
pwveiited an adjtntiaefit-^depfiVed th«i pedpitt of tiie- Tciti^otfec of goVrnte^nt)! — \Ltft 
tbe qaeKioa open^i-^ntiinted tik^tt^^ — aniii pr<»dtMied '&tt pni$f!A et^iteiiiemi ; tb4iate 
are Bome of the reMHa of thi^ jotm Ubom. Weili ohe ahidrt ye^r faa#'«i<^Qied, and tl^ 
p*o^ of CsilifomiK fa«v« ae9tl«^ ■•Attmf qoeatton fbr fiwtnftehwf ; ail knKrtr 
wfatn tSte 'deciaioB i» ; antt we aU kiMfWWlioae predkrkyDk haver beeti'irartfied, ahd wbo^ 
Laire bee* hlttdtii. Tii>»e,.t 'tttftiiiM time, baaaattfed Ada tfl^ftted ptknt. It ii no 
b.'t^mtoMteir of ooigeetBre or ootottW^rtjr what wotii^ 'lsa'v^ Im^irtlie t«»aU ixUkikr tb^ 
biS of the iaet «»«ih>ii, ttod 'it I>Hx)bb«; « ■)»#.' V^itmif ia<'n«w 'pusSfXHiJ^ hy'm fitptiiim 
in the oo&eftitBitiistt d( the fitate «fJCtJifomiB, covefi&n Im tfaUi one-Wird «f 'die tcbrttoty 
6«}fiir*d from Mexico, and w*are told it ie neceswiiy to appJy' ^ ofditjance of '6? to 
rtmdae of Che ttmiwy m order to pwwfB^ extension of shtvery. Ko wieh tie- 
ceaeity ■would eiiaied if thartHli tad pawed,' fonheh the eoftatiitttioii of CaSfdmia 
wfudd huve appSied »0 the -mixfAt of the terrttorj^aejjaired hasb Mexico. The pTedidiWi 
oi tbe iSoiithera |^n^m«« faa^ beeti ^Hj^-verifed to the extetft that the ipti/fHk b^Ve 
ictif4, while the p!^b«:4*8-of the' othfr exfihrtne liava heeit kte^d in evtery'^ftiCBSsr 
The peopt^ hew deieideti in f«*W)fr of fewtdoitt, Khd«iaTcrf tm« hefcB eieddde^ to the^jp- 
t<Bn«it the pie»«»t }iia1ta«f the 'State of OaiifiM«i«>and w«d)dl iiiiV« extiiad^ itijia 
the wM«! «o«Kitry bad «h« bill «f katv ateioB be^iae a iaw. I w«» Vejsd obt 'nf thi 
Democratic >«faur«h hjri^ ltelf atyM V^e«*^8«ff I>M|ibcrttcy fer' iiKi^iU^D| tiOi bijil; 
>deM!W«s<itt«>aaa'f«^d<iiii!b^iM^ iitt€'(8la%ny i^MiwIliie^ «U|'aie''f»m ia'a««ai'- 

power. Thea6 desoticSMiotM 'opon Me lakvi* been kcpt<iip eveB ia "tiM'tif^at tii«^ejii], 
notwilh6tthdi»gthfr «sti6t3 ^ lite peo^tk; California. Tb^ das* df Northern mtii t9 
vhatrt I iMsrs allndfcJ not onJy "^spposM ihe bl!! «S « m#ajwri? ledctthrted to extend riftVfe* 
ry, bat ifeey ndicaik<d &e idea, when I expiresBed it as taj tJeljbcratc «fpinroE that da\tTf 
would be excluded btm the wiiele eoantry uwlef in proriiioM. N<!»<* we 'halt 
facts instead of opsaiona hy whiefe to 'teat 'U:^ qneMion, I aj6& wSlitig that t^ p^o^ls df 
the Norths thaii ''decide betaN^ th«ae nten and myvelf. 'Hai? hxa woriied «tit/%fe 
probleta.and ih» reeitik hak&e«n atmoM»^. The coiintr; noW haa the meana of 4r- 
tenaining who ba« atienapt^d to nti^ead'attd deeeite the peoph^~ln whfrm thef onght 
to plftce thfilr feith, and in whose honor »nd fadgtnent they ongfet to reiy. 

feir.ee tbe qoesiion bs.8 been decided it seeme to' be 5 roatter (f ftCtaseftieift to the 
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BiH,tiji,« mosVre!|i»{^4>bk^^ featore of the whole i«, tb«.t «&er«i[l these pr«dictkkDS ^tiold 
hive .8o.mgiD*lls, feikd i^ regard Ui the Sifit« of C«iiforois, uod wnee iMrer^ b&s been 
^'S^'?!' ttMUiinoua vote — there, h«uig imjc dMeoung r»ice ia a Convea- 
tioB uf,qH>ri natiwrc nl^vehoUkig thftp free Siatt* — that ^ meqc cry 

aiwD^ihe ft^Ellpon of. sUvery 4^ij»al^ be kept up in reepect to ihe mouniaiit regions of 
New )H«)ek» Kod Utfth. And by whoin w thU cUmor «eoRcied7 The Tery raen who 
BRittid with the Senitor irbm South C&roiiiw (Mr.Ci.LHO0»} and his immediate aeao- 
c**in.lf» drfrtti, the oiBse biili of iast seasoo. if there be d&uger from that course, who 
bat they are tcapep^e (oi it t Whobat they picveajbed a coostitotioaai ;«t>bibtuoa of. 
sUrety beiojs ejueadeid over thoae Terriioiiec iurmg tfa? paat year ? 

Bat, sir* t&re is m groftiMl for ttpprehenaioo m thia poisi. If there waa one iach of 
terrilory io the whole of our acquLgitjon from Meuco v>>h«re alawery oouid poaatbiy ewat, 
ji waa ia. ihe raileya of the Sacraowoto and Baa Joaquin, within the iiouts of the Bute 
of Caiifbraia- It otioal^ be b«me in muad th^it ciLm&tre regitiates th» luatier, and that 
climate depends upon the elevation above tb* eea aa mttch as tti>un paiatieia of l>titude. 
Aoy om .wha will take the paioa to follow Fremont in hi« «ptotatioii«, will fissd that 
the whpl^ of the country Qot tticiaded ia tbe Siat« of California, is a high naouuiain re- 
gion . Ev^n in the Gr«at Baain, the ioweat point in the4ow«at .i«tiey, ia onarhed on ibe 
i^ap of ^tiQM ez^oiati^ aa being mot*, thaa four thoosand feet above the <»cean, whiie 
the MfenigK dkvation «f tfaeae vaifeya ie at least five ihouaaod feet, being taorc than 
twice the eievctSon of the tope of tbe Alfegharty moauuins near Froatbsrg, where the 
natiouai rosd croMca, Whea you aacend towards the heavens twice as hi^ as the Ai- 
teghany mountaina, in order to get iato valleys surrounded by meumaia raoites many 
thoKsand feet higher, and covered with eternal anowa, do you not think that you have 
found a charn.ing country and a loteiy diuate for the negro, and eepecialiy for tbe pro- 
fitaUe emp'.oyoiept of al«i^ labor 1 And yet the qoeation is to be left open for fotnre 
dlscuaBioQ--*the agitation kftpt up, a^d the struggle carried ipto the next ekctioot, to de- 
termine whether Congreas ahaii pass a prohibition of slavery for such a oountry. And 
in the mean time the people of those Territoriea are to be depidved of the benefits of 
g(?vcnupeBt, abandoned fo i^ieir fete, and exposed to the horrors of anarchy and vio- 
lence. The plan of the Adminiatration &vora thia policy, and harmonises with it, al- 
though it avows a dijOTerent, motive. In isy opinion, any thing ia better than non-action ; 
any form of govemniept better than no government ; and any settlement preferable to 
no aeulemeut. itet Qs give the people a government, and settle the question, it mat- 
ten npt moch what it is : my own vote is decided by the iostrvctions of my constituents 
upon one point ; upon that I ha/e no discretion, but upon all other points I am ready 
to unite with the juat, liberal, and patriotic men of alt parties to put en «nd to t^te 
co^Uoverey, The queation is already settled, so far as slavery is concemed. The coun- 
try is now free by law and in fact—it is free according to those laws of nature and of 
God to which the Senator from Maasachusetts allttded, and mutt forever remain free, it 
will be free under any bilt yoa may pass, or wiibool any bill at ail It would have been 
free under all or either of the bilia that have ever been proposed — under a territofiai bill 
with or withoBt the pfohibiuon — und*r iht Clayton biU, or the Stete biU, or ^veR uaAts 
the no-bill ai til reci*niiiie£>4ied by tb« Admiuiatration, whieb is the worn, of ail.becsust 
it contains ail the ekmeci* of mischief, without one of the advantages of either of ih« 
other propositions. I cannot concrtve th«t. there is a man in the SeiMite who believes 
that the reenit would not be precisely the same.so far as it reiales to eiavery, under each, 
either, or neither of these varioae propoeitiona. Why, then, can we not aetiic the qaea- 
tion t For the most difijcalt of all reasons ; pride of opinion is involved. It requires 
bat litjtle niorai courage to act firmly and resolutely in the support of previously express- 
ed opiuious. Pride character, celf-V>ve, the atrongeat passions of the human heart, 
all inij>el a tnaat forvr*rd and onward. Bvt vh*n he is called upon to Rvicw his former 
opinions, to confess end ab«ndott bis errors, to cacrifice bis |>ride to his, cooscienee, il 
reqairea the exercise of the highest qualities ofxMw nature, the exerttsn ^ a moral cour- 
age which elevates antan alniost above hamsnity itself, A brilliant example of this 
may be found in the recent speech of tbe disLinguij^led Senator frftm Maseachusetrs, al- 
ways fxcfpiing that j:"ortion relating to ih«; iNojihem Ekroocracy. This pride of opinion 
ia all that, ^tanda in the waj oS a speedy e h&rraoniuufi, and Kttiqfbctory adjustment of 
this vexed queatioo. A few Senators feel themeeives embarraaeed by poeftive instroc- 
tiottt, K^oh leave: them no, diseretoo. but by &r the greater difficoUy arises from the 
thpoghtlest comtsittalB duiing the Pre^dential <^Qvace, in political ^^leeches, pv^lic meet- 
ings, «Qd psrtisan action, stimulated by a policy which looked only to a partisao triumph, 
losing sight of iu effeeu upon the -i)eace, happiness, and d^tiny of the country. We fell 
perceive aird fee!, to a ctrtaiij eittnt. these eaabarrasemecu. My hfj?.dt! ere tied upra 
orte iaolittd pcict. 
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A SsK^ToK. Can you not break loose ? 

Ma. DotcrLAS. I hsTe no desire to break loose. My ojAnicmi finj my (mtit a&d 1 
express them freely. My vcjt«« beloof to tbo*« who sent me here, atfd to t»hom I 
responeibie. I have acTer diJSered with nay coostituency during seven lyearc' ser«ic« m 
Cofigrese, except upon one eolitary questioo i »nd evcai that I have uo cacisUtulibnal 
difficulties, and hai^ previously twice given the msae vote, under pecoljar drcumst«aea% 
ti'bich is now req^uired at my hands I have no deaire, thn«£ore, to break loose from flbm 
instruction. I know joj duty too wcH to interpose mj private ofKiuos in of^xMalioa to 
the deliberate, solemnly ei pressed wishes of my State. An^ jet 1 am free to say that 1 
£r3.}y bciie^-c the time wiii if itsdesd itMS not already SrrSvedt when rev constita* 

cats will e&e that they have n misled and deceived upon this question, and that the 
coarse their reprcsectative was pursuing in reference to it was saie, prudeiU, and dis- 
creel, s.i the same time that it would have led to the same result thi^ Uiey prc^xMC tn 
acTompiish in a di^renl mode. 

Mr. President, I find-th«t I aui extending my remark* toe isr, and occupying u>ore 
tiroe than I intended. I wiii mdeavoi to return to the pmnt from which I div«;^. 1 
believe I was answering the objections urged against the adnusaion vf Californift, 
with the view of showing that they were not founded, that the irrefuialities com- 
plained of existed in a large number, if not a majority, of the new i^tatiee which have 
been received luto the Union, and that there was no regular rule apon the snl^ect. 
Had Fiorifk a cenaus ^ She had one taken in i 8i0, showing thalahe then had «»ly a&imrt 
one-half of the {tiopnlation requuate to entitle her to c member of Congress, Mid yet 
was admitted in 1845 without any other census or the pvevions aaeentof Congraw. 

Mr. Ytlek. Wiil the Senator allow me to state the tacts ^ 

Mr, 15orei.ASs, Certainly. 

Mr. Yei-it,. A <-«ncus of the population was taken under an act of tb« Territo- 
rial Legislature in Sts3g, and the Dense of the people taken up>»i the question ot aj^ 
plication for adntia^n into the Union. In the same year a coaveniioa of the people 
assembled in pursuance of law arid adopted a constituticra. A ccmmittee of ttHe con- 
vention prepaitsd and transmitted a memonal to Congress ap{»]y tng for the admission 
of Florida, accompanied with the oonstilttton, and vnth an authenticated ireport of 
the cenrua taken under the act of 1838. This census proved that, including the 
estimated population of those counties from which no returns were received, it was 
equal to the then ratio of repro "sntation, which was, I believe, at the tiroe 47,7t>0, 
I'he appUcation for admission was not finally acted upon until 1K45 No formal 
census was taken in that year, but estimatiLs and information from members of the Le- 
gislature w^ere laid before the committees of the two Houses which satisfied them of a 
sufficient population. 

Mr Douglas. Well, we now have the facts at stated by the Senator from "Flor- 
ida, In 1638, the constitution was formed by the people of Florida, without the 
provious assent of Congress, and vrithout any law authoriung a c<>nvention to be 
called for that parpose^ and without any census taken under the authority of the Dot- 
ted States bince 1830, although the people of the Territory had made such compt^- 
l&tioMiS and estimates as gati96ed Xhvm that they had ihe reqwiaite population, in 
l!s40 a asnsufc was Wken, atid, to ihe ImuX u( niv rtx-XfUeclion, it tliowed a pojjittls- 
lion of between f>rtj and fefty thousand, bctug a liule aiore lhaii one hfeJf of the 
limoiint required by ihe apportiwnmeol for a rueoibeit of Congress The constitution 
of Florida laid covered np under tbe duat &ic/d rubbish of the hb e of the Stenate and 
House of Representatives, from 1838 to E845, whein the Senator (then a delegate 
from Florida) brought it forth, and asked us to bring that 8tate into the Union, 
which was done without any other census i<eiog taken. 

Mr. Ydi.ee. It is ^ue the admission of Florida tingmsd from 18:{3 to 1845, but 
it was because the N«Mth was unwitting to depart front the practice whioh bad grown 
into use of adfaitting riave and noB-slavehokling States in pairs. We were deiayed, 
notwithstanding a peremptory treaty provision in our lavor, until a Northern Terri- 
tory was prepared for admission, and then were admitted in the same act 

Mr. Doi (;i.jts. When did the NorUi appose, the admiseian of Florida at any 
Ume btlween iSSS uni J&ifi '■ 1 atn in>t a^<aie luai she .Norta o^-pofe&d it, or i hat 
vhe South supported it. WtU the Sen»tot inform hj* what man from tbe South po* 
posed or advocated the admission of Florida during any portion of that period? 

Mr. YfLEE. There was never any report, and her application was never brought to 
8 vote. 
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Mr. l>ot7ei.i.». Did my Southern man ^^^i;;^^, 9eport,,iQ jsf%r hfcs, or ti^y 

D|6t^u«. f do Bist ai|(. wby . J ci«^ jto )tiow tj^e ftpt . I wjah ,t9 Ji^nown upon 
w^t letidcbse tb« SSertk^f from ^Floriiif cHargM tljeiirorp with Mymg kept fJorida mi 
of tiaton fcr wyta ye*f|h, %\ t^e bwb* d'lpc ibtUiaktrBi^ «Wt the Soudj <Je»red her 

Mt.'.'y bass. I Vf^ffBiie the Sooth wae no monl deSirotui xhKO the Jfortfe to disregard 
whMMd'«oiae to t>e, td&sidelred s prtiper prfictiee kd ihe'tdmiaeionof new fetsies, to wit,. 
® t^ptr Ttgkrd to aie etjaiBlbnuiM of rise t#d •ecfioiB StJ th* '8te«te. 

Mr. DoMs^s. I know of no ijuch prsicuc*, do sach ussge. It tiRe eo hiip^>ened thfl-t 
oiHMand ft whM« a steve i&ttte i»di| free Bttte haVe cotce fpSoihe l^uion at the sarce 
liiie ; k urM Sbt t^}t 6f ftecld<Mt,' fcnd -not of a *ettfed p«ri|)e«e to preserve an eqttili- 
bridM Wtwctsri the free «nd aiaVehoMiat StaitH. 4ittvo« an; imch purpoiie. It 'it 
a new d«eMM,^i«iiachedlb* ib^lSnM tMiie duHi^ ^ MlcMgati and Ar- 

kaam* #t»» i>K*ogbi into tlW t)btm at'tht: Aaiae ieattius, «ttd iWa attd Fiorida in the 
santo «oii hAl i* wmtb imi beeAoae tlioie 4Stite« hsppriied to he prepared for 

^^diumkmt, M ^ «mM Ubms. ^ jWidti wtii kept oot bif the ««tB«6n oonsent of the Whole 
Uiiitte teweffirettrBt not beeaww ibwe*«w'ne H<or(ilen> IWritorj' readf* bm becaow 
(die wMS<«i«it eutlkieji'to sdaninoB. 

Mr. Kins. I will esplain that matter if the^SonuoriwiU alioWnie. 

Mr. Douetis. Gcnainly. I wi!! hear the explanauon of th« SeMtor firoiB Akbawa 
wii)* gie^t pka«ere. 

M|o Kkm: Th«.^tl^»Q(ed. Ihtn.as \bts Scmh i» duyowd ue Act aow^i Their object 
WM to.iMne(taift tWifiUM.^ ;he fr<|iw»{iie.p«pnieti{M, Wt th« 'Tet»ttory^ where it, may, 
or whetiwr il.«M> :^,«OQ)^in as a eiaye or its a;(t«iB ^tate-^e.Skwt^ wm »n\f desiroue 
that the $t^x• yr^P"f«ii\g tf> come in should hftye the re)}Q^«<«,p<a^fition. Thai popcis* 
tioti iwt existing, in jTioti^s the lupic the cenava vfj^ aakej9« thty did not vote for thie 
adp^fmio^ 04": that T.errit^ t^ Uoiou cnUl it wastascer^ined that the req«i4aii« 
popnlaiion was th^re. 

Mr. DotT^i^AS. I ti^ank the Senator fr^ot ^iabf^m^ ,(9^ h^ ^x|(l;Bn«tion. 

Mr- VtiuKK. I was abou^ to correct the Benator ^oip Alabama, ity olwervittg that the 
appUffation. of Florida for ad^iaaioa into thi^ Union waa npiadip when the ratio pf popula» 
tion i^as at fortjr-eey^n thouis^Qd, and wbe a her, popnlo^tioQ «^a«. ei^uai to that ratio^ 

Mr. botj&LAS. I repeat my thanks to the Senator from Alabfitna for Ms eiplanaiioa. 
He leU* OS that tLe Souih did ,iiot vote for the admission of Florida from IS3B to ]845t 
and ,giTe» ca the reaaqufi why they did not. Now, I aek the Separor from Florida why 
he s^ye that the North kept Florida out of the Uuion k>r seven ^cars? Has he not done 
grttt iivu^ce to the North 1 

Mr. Yfi-BK. That certainly was the understanding at the time. I was a citizen of 
Ftorids knd tdvocaied iie admiaefion into the TJiiion ; and the undrretsndsng was, that 
ottf admt(«tott coald not be »ipcried tttiiil the North hsd a free Territory ready to bring 
into the Dnion with \is. 

Mr. Efcdei AS. I do not qnestion thai such was the onderstanding in Fbrtda, for it ie 
difficGih So fe\ any underBianding there which is not pfejudida! to the North. But i am 
wiSing 10 teke the explanation of the Senator firom Al«ban'iB,f>r he was here at the 
time, aitd had =the meanetkf knowing ; and, beeides, he -beRra teatfmeHfty to the fact that 
the ^«tiith did oppoae th« adnussiub of Florida dcfing the period «lIo4ed to, und piacee 
the opposition tipou a principle which i» fair and iegiihnftte. I wdald readily give him 
ibe beue& «f «hiB principlt a*>cp{i(kcBbie to C&lifomi«^ werte it no« for the iieet that the 
whale 8«aik v«tod ibr ibo admissinM «f Fi«rida in i84£» wi^ut the prnriotw aaaent tri 
CoQgrm, an<j withoat abowiiig ty att lict&al ceBsu hmU pomemei thttfe^aisite popa* 
iacio« If. Uktrcfote, there ia any foroe in the precedent, at eatablisbed in the i'iorida 
case, the South is estopped from objecting io tl^ «draie8ian of Galifomta in the n.ode in 
which t\ie ^ctw pjeeecitg herself i Yoied with tbem for the odmi8*ion of FioridB, Riid 
ihijfck th«4 1 hiave a right to c.kin^ lhe« votes for CalifcEnis nofW upat ihe sartie pnncipie, 
Bsi, mr, 4he v^_&eiMqn Jropi S«fiik Carolina, aad, jndeeA. B«v«r»! othera, haTS ohjecied 
to the admimoa of CftiijoTQiai upon the gro^ad thai she hM been gaiky «f »aQrp!i.tioDf 



grqaa anirp&itoo. 

Mr. Bdtlek. I wiliwiraw the word " groaa." 
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Mt. D«tTttL4S. UmrpaUQft : WVmin dae« it t Wbgm righ* k»-w tfae pee* 
j»ie of Cal(fi>i;49. ttsurpcd? Ctertsinij! Bot yigbu of th« iOiiit«4'-(Siiu«B^ lor «hcy 
preniv acknpvciedge our tx)v:%ire^Coty» thef «:bM». M lwlw>8 iUk»Md <giily •^SkM^thcgr 
tnsjF be pe?(Di^e4 eqivty.tite assne rii^ aad ipiiYUe^ri(i;c«oe»«i witb^vft. '^ Whit{' 
nghta. then, h??e the/ utwiptd t Not the rig ht» «^ pr»porty« fori <ib«^. «sp«eMl|i iiiMog* 
n'ufs th« rigjiu «aii ti|Je of' xht, United Suut« $o tlw p»i^ jiejaniOk «iid!«il MhesifiMitt 
prop!^rtj within the limit* of 4irir State, What Iti^ buve they TioUttetidl )!f qt tteskiwwif • 
United St&t^, &r th^iiooiapUiat i« ibft we bf ve iK>i«Ktf«mi«dottF,)a«re«y«r^en.>li»t^ 
lawB in foi^;^ ia t}te conntiy at tb» time* «ae oC iImmt Qbje«t» ia fsekug M «awUiab'«t 
government wae to be able to execute tbofw laws 90 f^f (».^f ntifcht te ibnad 
bie io their Etresent coBditioo. What pronsioo of the Coi»ti(«lM>» cf tht Vnmd mmiio 
have they infringed T Th*y rpwugniiK to tW fwUfrt fxUaH tS»i\ C«ewtiM«bn4»^:pir»' 
mouDt Miw, attd ha,ve formed ibr themeetves » StajUe cMUKitvttM i» Mn#«heAi»»6e 6»4t. 
^o S«>stor pretends that «oy proTiaieo of the, ConatiMti^n o( (ktit^ra« js<Tptmwuetto< 
the Const' tsiiion of jtlae L'aiu-d S>t8je». Wbas act haw they done ia n»tBtioB «f tin 
priactples of ja^tice or Ja«r> public or private, iooal «r Batiomi ! Kmto has bees 
fied, Hod I apprehend matt.vM be. llow a wa*^ e<»na»umtf cfto beigaikyof aaasyftw 
tioTv wtihoui a yiciation of lajw or aii inTaBioo of dghtsr I ieftttt to otbeiii td «jq!ilaiB. I 
hold that ihe people of CaU&riiia bod * ^ <^ h««e done : jwa. -tb»i (bay 

had a moral, political, ftnd legal rtfht to do ajS tbey have 4»De, 

Wfaeu we come to the d^spuasi^m of q«ie3tioaa.of thii%ind,it te^neeesavry <• lesb Ifiltr 
the rights of taett and comntusisiea as thi^y #re aicyi9nrle<ig«i( to eam tfaasocghoU 4b« 
ctvilixed woHd- Ha?? the |K0jpl« <^ the Tet«itorte» w th« Usite^'StatMiW't^M I 
had supposed thiit the principle wat smveisally cotraeded Ut tbi« ooualry tbat' sDi nfA 
have certain itihereitt and inalienable righvt ; wid I ^f* JFf t jto loam upou what geoimda 
the people of ihe Tetritonea an to b« exf lsded fcoai the benefit «f <{b)a ^|shnet|lisl A 
hold alS'>, «is a poUiicsi azioig, that all maakind have an isihereot mti inalienttbW rifbt 
to a govemmerit. This principle is uiuveraal ip itis applicati9n< aad is i»c«gaiMd snd 
acknowledged wherever civil isatton prevail* and civ<ti govemmeata exiat. I io not «H»«r / 
speak of any particalar forps of ^ovemtnent — iwhetber it fefritee, 01 ftbtoloi**--* rejab- 
Hc, 01 a monarchy iu or a comhiofction of the two eym*m». Bfii 1 a^asrt k m iaooti' 
trovenible axiom in political 8cien(;e, that alt jB^n are «stii,bd to, a gwrcnuDesK ofiatinie 
kind. If any one ot the crowtied he«ds of £urope dtoo«e« to witWraw for a litn» hia 
Ruj^horiiy and protection from any one of his provinces or dep^odei^ciea, the verj wet of 
such withdrawal authorizes hie euhjpcia, thoa deprived of govemaient, to inatitvte ene 
fur themselves, to continue in operation until he «haU rename hia «athatity, and' again 
extend hie proieciion to thetri. If thia prijiciplie, ijs acktif wiedged in all wtbitrary asd 
deBpo'ic Governmesta, who is prepared to resist itt application, ts a country wiKtte in* 
etitutiona are all predioated upon the maxim that the people are thiS iegitkmte «oun>« of ■ 
all political power i We find an illuBtraiion of .it in the caw of the Proviaioiml G«vem> 
merit of Oregon. There eeveral thoaaand citiieus of the. United tStntea iband th«Bn< 
aelves inhabiiiag a portion of tlwir owa count»y, wiihoMt ^ Goviisfnmest any deeerip- 
tioa to afford thertt protection. They established a Government Jor themselvea, men in 
denial of but coneiatent with their oblif aliona ae citizens of the United 8*^u», ami main* 
tain^d it for the period of twelve year^ until it wa« superaeded by » regelar Terriloriat 
Govt- !n:nf nt, establjshwl by suthoriiy of Congress. Under that ^»win«ad gsverament 
til the vanoiis rtlanons of bocitiy w^re tiee'.ed and reapecied— 'marriage* took 
pSact, children were bora, eeiaies were hccsKsiilated and diairibttSed, W'hen a qwee- 
tion iuvulving the rights of propcriy m that Territory riiall hereafter arise belbw the 
courts of the United States, what law of descent will determine the case. Will 
it not be the law of the Provisional Government of Oregon 1 There ia no oibef 
law — itif-re can be none tha^t couid reach the case. Wfjc not the ajtij of that 
I'roviBional i^overnnieiu valid then 1 And, if to, was not the Governmem itaeif 
a legal Govertsmeiis, ttnii! ouperaeded by coinpei^«t aothority t 80 with the ConMita- 
lion and State Government of California. The treaty of ceaeton difcoived tim relattoM 
of that people with Mexico^ and tranalrrred their nUegiarce to the Umted Sutss. "Pbey 
were thus lieprived of the GavemsneMt under which they bad jbraseriy Used, while we 
failed to funiish them one in place of it. They kiftd no alternative lelt but 10 establiah & 
governmeiu for thentselvea, ae tlw people of Oiegun had done before them. They pro- 
cfrCtd, 111 .i itgiilar, qiiiet, t.nd aidtrly matiner, to itdopt an admirable cofsstitttnoK — a 
cone'.itutioa which would lo«e ntuhmg io couipanaort wnh the beet model in the otdeei, 
States of the Union. Under ihia Conauuuon they have eUcv«d vheit ofiker*, and pat 
in Buccessfii! opesraiion a wel'-organized State Government, sod hate seat their Seii|it«i« 
end RepreBent&tSves here, with their consiiiotion in their lieoda, as Michigan did before 
the m, to ask adniisaioa into th« Union agreeably to the Gonstittttion of the United St«tea, 



and i?5!;aijccydance Tvith <{ie precefiente in iike cases. . All i\m has 'beett tiohe subject to 
the approval of Congress, and yfithout the vioiation of law or usage. Piow I Bubmittho 
inquiry, whether that is not a legiA Goverament until superseded by competent ailthori» 
ty? 'i do not deny your power to reject her appUcalioh, to keep her out of the Onion, 
and even to reflsand her back to a, territorial ' condition ; but, until you take soiiie step 

which yoa supsfsede this Gove^Hmexjt, by substituting another, inust it not remain 
valid and binding upon the irihabiiima of Caiiforhia? Will not the acts performed un- 
der it and in pursuance of its authority be legal 1 Will not the enactttiente of its LegiS' 
latuifi feave the force of low ? These qtiestiona are worthy of serious coiisideratioii, for 
they will speedily find their woy into our courts for adjudication. ^ 

I hold that that la ia legal Qbveriiulent, aiid that its acta must be held to be valid until 
yoa eupet'sede it by giving the people another in its stead. Shbll they be remanded 
back? What do you propose to gain by that ? Is it thut the people shall be subjected 
to the inconvenieace, trouble, and expenae of doing theiir work over a^aiii ? I have 
heard ao one say that it is not well don^ already. I hav6 hearii no bbjeciiou pointed 
out to the constitution they have sent us; except that the boandaiies of the State are too 
extensive. Well, I think they are too large. I Would have preferred to have had them 
smaller. Had I been s Californian, with'a voice in the Convention', I ehould have adr 
vocated the creation of three States, initesd of one, within th^ limits they have pre. 
scribed. I think I would have made the eamrait of the Sierra Nevada the eastern boun- 
dary, instead of croasipg that a!mqa<. mvpas/Jable range of mouhtaina into the valley- on . 
thia side. But whils tnis'ia pKsetit iitjpression,;! am riot prepared to $ay that this 
range, of monaitains interposes a moie formlJabte' barrier to the imioh of the people cn 
both (Sides. of it into one Statei thart does thV «>hain of the Alleghariies' through Virginik 
and North Carolina.: r think also that I wbuld have divided' the searcoast into three 
States, witli the view of increasing the political power of the great Pacific slope in the . 
Senate of the United States. I Would have dravi?n one of the lines of diviaibn from the 
ocean through the cenirc cf the bay of San Francisco to ita head, and thence to the east- 
em boundary of the State, so as to have throvVn the whole valley of the Sacramento 
into dae State,'and that of the San Joaquin into another. Each of these States would 
have had its own "sea-ports upbn the bay, with free access to the obeaa and to the inte- 
rior, through its own waters, without passing into the other. I would have drawn' 
the other lire of division at ri£'ht angles from the coast to the eastern boiindary of th,e 
State, so as to have passed by the head of the valley of thje San Joaquin, and have 
thrown all the territory south of that line, and extending east of the Colorado, into an- 
other ^tatei Each of these proposed States would have contained ari area considerably 
larger than that of New York. I think this would have been my view, had I been a 
member of the Convention which formed the cortstitutioh of California; or, at least, 
I woolu have insented a claute in that constitution providing for these sub-divisions here- 
after, I think that the people of California have made a mistake iii this matter ; a mis- 
take, if it be one, which affects thein, and not us', injuriously, arid which may be correct- 
ed at any time by the conaeat of thu Legislature and of Congress, as provided in the 
Constitution. , 

So far as the question of boundary is to have any bearing upon the slavery controversy, 
in reference to the equilibrium between the two great sections, the North is the loser and 
the South the gainer tjy these large boundaries. The people npon the whole coast were 
unanimous against the instiiu.ion of slavery. The whole Country was deetined to be 
free, whether erected into one or three States. The onty question to be considered in 
this :respec;t was vfhether we should have one or three free States there. As it novv 
stands we are to have one. I know not what the' result would be in this respect. I will 
veatore the prediction, however, that, if this question should be kept open one year lon- 
ger,' the two geographical divisions would change posiiioi'ss in regard to it — the South 
woald ccrae here nnanimoua in favor of the present boundaries, and a large portion of 
the North in favor of curtailment. While, therefore, I would have prefi-rrfd different 
boundaries than those established by the people of California— while I deem the pi^esent 
boundaries as nawise in view of the interests of that people, I tim disposed to leave the 
matter with them, and receive California into the Union as she is. If she hereafter shall 
come to the conoiusion at which i have arrived, and ask for a subdivision, I presume that 
my vote, shbiild I be here at that time, will be recorded in favor of granting her request. I 
have very little eapeotation, however, that this will ever be done. States, like in'dividu- 
als, are ever willing to extend, bat seldom agree to curtail the limits of their possessions. ' , 
All new States have indulged a pride,' fatal to their interests, of desiring to embrace a 
territory extensive enough to make them the largest States iii'the Union. I can scarcely 
hope that California will, Avithin any reasonable period, be able to sacrifice this pride to 
her substantial interests, which require that the Pacific coast should have a larger repre- 



mentation in the Senate of the Un2/ied States. This repnblic ia compcsad of three peat 
geographical divisions — the East> dr the Atiaatic slope — the West, or the Pacific Blops— 
and, the great Centre, embracing t^te valley of the MissiBsippi. I know of no reason why 
the Pacific coast is not capable of sustaining as large a population, and when that day 
arrives, should not be Entitled to oil equal representation, in the Senate as vreli as ths 
House, with the Atlantic coast. 

Mr. President, it was my desiro to have eaid something of tba resolutions introducetl 
by the distinguiEhed and venerable Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay ;) but I fiad t 
have trespassed too long upop your kindness. I cannot do lets, however, in justice to 
my own feelings, than to declare that this nation owes him a debt of gratitude for his 
services to the cause of the Union on this occasion. I care not whether you agree with 
him in, all that he has proposed and said,yoio cannot doubt the parity of' the motives and 
the self-sacrificing spirit which prompted him to, exhibit the matchless moral courage of 
standing undaunted between the two great hostile factions, and rebuking the violence and 
ezcGSsea of 6ach, and pointing out their respective errors in a i!pirit of kindness, mbde' 
ration, and firmness, which made them cwscioos that he vras right ; and all this with an 
impartiality so exact that you could not have told to which section of the Union he belonged 
He set the ball in motion which is to restore peace and harmony to the Union. He was the 
pioneer in the glorious cause, and set a noble esample, which many others are nobly 
imitating. The tide has already been checked and turned back. The excitement is eubsid' 
ing, and reason resuming its supremacy. The qiiestionis rapidly settling itself, in spite 
of the efTorta of the extremes at both ends of the Union «d keep up the agitation. The 
people of the whole Country, North and South, are beginning to see that 'there is 
at-ibisg is this controversy which seriously adecta the interests, invades the rights, 
or impugns the honor of any section or State of the confederacy. They will not consent 
that this question shall be kept open for the beneSt of politicians, who are endeavor- 
ing \o organize parties upon geographical lines. The people will not sanction any 
such movement. They know its tendencies and its danger. The Union will not be put 
in peril ; California will be admitted ; governments for the Territories must be estab- 
lished ; and thus the controversy will end, and, I trust, forever. 



